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Techniques can relate to a multi-purpose a detector surface on
a network device. A stimulus variable can be identified at a
detector device based on an environmental stimulus detected
by a sensor. The detector device can include the sensor. The
detector device can transmit an initial communication to a
device. The first communication can include the stimulus
variable. A new communication that includes data corre-
sponding to another device can be received at the detector
device. The detector device can determine, based on the
stimulus detected by the sensor and is further based on the
new communication, that a visual stimulus is to be presented.
The visual stimulus can be presented.
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1
DETECTOR DEVICES FOR PRESENTING
NOTIFICATIONS AND SUPPORTING
CONTEXT INFERENCES

FIELD

This disclosure relates in general to a detector device that
also is configured to conditionally present one or more noti-
fications and to using data detected by the detector device to
infer a context and/or execute a rule (e.g., for controlling the
device or another device).

BACKGROUND

People are surrounded by a dynamic mix of many stimuli.
People are adapted to continually adapt our actions based on
the current mix. For example, as a room becomes darker, a
person turns on a light. As a room becomes colder, a person
turns on the heat. However, such responsive actions are incon-
venient. Further, due to the inconvenience or a particular
circumstance, there are times when a person cannot or
chooses not to perform the appropriate action. In such a case,
an appeal of an environment can suffer.

SUMMARY

Various detecting devices have been developed. However,
the utility of such devices has been limited for a variety of
reasons. For example, a sensing region of a device is typically
constrained to a rather small, local region. As another
example, a reach of a detecting device is frequently limited to
controlling operations within the device itself. As yet another
example, a consequence of a particular detection is typically
fixed, such that a user must either choose to use the detector
with an inflexible rule or to avoid it altogether.

In certain embodiments, techniques relate to expanding the
utility of detector devices to support presentation of dynamic
and/or custom notifications and/or to support inferences
forming the basis of device-control rules. In one instance, a
detector device (e.g., a light sensor) includes a surface (e.g., a
lens). The detector device can be configured to detect a char-
acteristic on an outside of the surface. Additionally, however,
one or more light sources can be positioned on an inside of the
surface, and the light can be used to present a notification on
the surface of the device to a user. The notification can be
conveyed by a mere presence of a light stimulus, a color
and/or intensity of a light stimulus, and/or other stimulus
detail (e.g., a shape, included graphic, and/or included text).
Whether to present a notification and/or a selection of a noti-
fication or notification characteristic can be based on data
sensed by the detector device and/or other data (e.g., which
can include data sensed from another affiliated detector
device, an operation characteristic of an affiliated device, data
from a remote source, etc.).

For example, an intensity of a light emitted by a surface on
a detector device can be inversely or positively correlated
with an intensity of light detected by the device. As another
example, a red light can be conditionally (e.g., and diffusely)
presented surface of a detector device when a power-con-
sumption variable, based on data collected by one or more
power monitors, exceeds a threshold. As yet another example,
a number identifying a forecasted outside temperature for a
day can be presented on a surface of a detector device.

In one instance, data from each of one or more detector
devices is collected and processed according to one or more
rules. An output of a rule can identify whether and/or which
notification to present (e.g., on the detector device, on an
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2

access device and/or a device selected by a rule). An output of
a rule can also or alternatively include one or more device-
control parameters, which can include a device identifier, a
binary or non-binary power setting, a time interval (e.g., for
maintaining a power setting), and/or an intensity setting. The
rule can be at least partly or completely: fixed, defined by a
user and/or generated using a learning technique, e.g., by
processing association of previously detected data with
manual device operation controls. The rule can include and/or
bebased on one or more inferences. For example, one or more
detections can support an inference that a user is not ina home
or room, which can correspond with one or more actions to
take.

In some instances, the processed detector-device data can
include light data, such as whether a threshold light intensity
was detected, a spatial and/or temporal differential in
detected light intensity, a color of detected light, a spatial
and/or temporal differential in detected light color, a pattern
of detected light. In some instances, the rule is generated
based on an indication as to where each of one or more
detector devices are located and/or the rule can receive and
process such information.

For example, a light detector can be positioned to monitor
light data at a front or side of a house. A rule can indicate that
a porch or driveway light is to be triggered when it detects a
high-intensity light during an otherwise dark period. As
another example, one or more characteristics associated with
a flashlight illumination in darkness can be identified, and
detection of such characteristic(s) can result in an access
device to present a security warning or a security system to be
activated. As another example, a rule can indicate that when a
water detector (e.g., positioned at a location where water is
not supposed to be) detects water, one or more electrical
devices are to be powered off. As another example, a combi-
nation of light detectors (e.g., which can be combined into a
single device or separately housed) can be used to detect a
light pattern. A rule can associate particular pattern charac-
teristics with particular persons (e.g., a pattern that includes
light at a 3-foot level from the ground but not at a 5-foot level
can be associated with a child).

In some instances, a computer-implemented method is pro-
vided. A stimulus variable can be identified at a detector
device based on an environmental stimulus detected by a
sensor. The detector device can include the sensor. The detec-
tor device can transmit an initial communication to a device.
The first communication can include the stimulus variable. A
new communication that includes data corresponding to
another device can be received at the detector device. The
detector device can determine, based on the stimulus detected
by the sensor and is further based on the new communication,
that a visual stimulus is to be presented. The visual stimulus
can be presented.

In some embodiments, a detector device can be provided.
The detector device can include a sensor for detecting an
external stimulus and a light source. The detector device can
also include one or more connection components configured
to receive communications from and transmit communica-
tions to other devices and one or more processors coupled to
the light source and the connection component. The detector
device can further include a computer-readable storage
medium containing instructions, that, when executed by the
one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to
perform actions. The actions can include identifying a stimu-
lus variable based on an environmental stimulus detected by
the sensor and transmitting, via the one or more connection
components, an initial communication to a device. The first
communication can include the stimulus variable. The
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actions can also include receiving, via the one or more con-
nection components a new communication that includes data
corresponding to another device. The actions can further
include determining, based on the stimulus detected by the
sensor and is further based on the new communication, that a
visual stimulus is to be presented and presenting the visual
stimulus.

In some embodiments, a computer-implemented method is
provided. One or more environmental data points can be
accessed. Each environmental data point in the one or more
environmental data points can include one measured by a
detector device and that characterizes a corresponding envi-
ronmental stimulus. At least one of the environmental data
points can be indicative of a light intensity or power usage
measured by a first device. An inference can be generated
based on the one or more environmental data points. A noti-
fication or device control can be identified based on the infer-
ence. A communication can be generated and transmitted to a
second device. Receipt of the communication can cause the
second device to present the notification or to be controlled in
accordance with the device control.

In some embodiments, a system is provided that includes
one or more data processors and a non-transitory computer
readable storage medium containing instructions which when
executed on the one or more data processors, cause the one or
more data processors to perform actions in a process or
method disclosed herein. In some embodiments, a computer-
program product tangibly embodied in a non-transitory
machine-readable storage medium is provides that includes
instructions configured to cause one or more data processors
to perform actions in a method or process disclosed herein.

Further areas of applicability of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the detailed description provided here-
inafter. It should be understood that the detailed description
and specific examples, while indicating various embodi-
ments, are intended for purposes of illustration only and are
not intended to necessarily limit the scope of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Ilustrative embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail below with reference to the following
drawing figures:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of an example of a network envi-
ronment, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of a pro-
cess for registering one or more network devices, in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of an example of a network envi-
ronment, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is an illustration of an example of a network envi-
ronment, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of an example of a network envi-
ronment, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a process for using data
from one or more detector devices to infer a context and
control a device operation and/or notification presentation
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a process for presenting a
stimulus at a detector device according to an embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 81s an example of a block diagram of a detector device
depicting different hardware and/or software components of
the detector device according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an example of a front view of a
network device, in accordance with an embodiment.
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FIG. 10 is an illustration of an example of a side view of a
network device, in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 11 is an example of a block diagram of a network
device, in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an
access device, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
server, in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
gateway, in accordance with some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for the purposes of explana-
tion, specific details are set forth in order to provide a thor-
ough understanding of embodiments of the invention. How-
ever, it will be apparent that various embodiments may be
practiced without these specific details. The figures and
description are not intended to be restrictive.

The ensuing description provides exemplary embodiments
only, and is not intended to limit the scope, applicability, or
configuration of the disclosure. Rather, the ensuing descrip-
tion of the exemplary embodiments will provide those skilled
in the art with an enabling description for implementing an
exemplary embodiment. It should be understood that various
changes may be made in the function and arrangement of
elements without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims.

Specific details are given in the following description to
provide a thorough understanding of the embodiments. How-
ever, it will be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art
that the embodiments may be practiced without these specific
details. For example, circuits, systems, networks, processes,
and other components may be shown as components in block
diagram form in order not to obscure the embodiments in
unnecessary detail. In other instances, well-known circuits,
processes, algorithms, structures, and techniques may be
shown without unnecessary detail in order to avoid obscuring
the embodiments.

Also, it is noted that individual embodiments may be
described as a process which is depicted as a flowchart, a flow
diagram, a data flow diagram, a structure diagram, or a block
diagram. Although a flowchart may describe the operations as
a sequential process, many of the operations can be per-
formed in parallel or concurrently. In addition, the order of the
operations may be re-arranged. A process is terminated when
its operations are completed, but could have additional steps
not included in a figure. A process may correspond to a
method, a function, a procedure, a subroutine, a subprogram,
etc. When a process corresponds to a function, its termination
can correspond to a return of the function to the calling
function or the main function.

The term “machine-readable storage medium” or “com-
puter-readable storage medium” includes, but is not limited
to, portable or non-portable storage devices, optical storage
devices, and various other mediums capable of storing, con-
taining, or carrying instruction(s) and/or data. A machine-
readable medium may include a non-transitory medium in
which data can be stored and that does not include carrier
waves and/or transitory electronic signals propagating wire-
lessly or over wired connections. Examples of a non-transi-
tory medium may include, but are not limited to, a magnetic
disk or tape, optical storage media such as compact disk (CD)
or digital versatile disk (DVD), flash memory, memory or
memory devices. A computer-program product may include
code and/or machine-executable instructions that may repre-
sent a procedure, a function, a subprogram, a program, a
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routine, a subroutine, a module, a software package, a class,
or any combination of instructions, data structures, or pro-
gram statements. A code segment may be coupled to another
code segment or a hardware circuit by passing and/or receiv-
ing information, data, arguments, parameters, or memory
contents. Information, arguments, parameters, data, etc. may
be passed, forwarded, or transmitted via any suitable means
including memory sharing, message passing, token passing,
network transmission, etc.

Furthermore, embodiments may be implemented by hard-
ware, software, firmware, middleware, microcode, hardware
description languages, or any combination thereof. When
implemented in software, firmware, middleware or micro-
code, the program code or code segments to perform the
necessary tasks (e.g., a computer-program product) may be
stored in a machine-readable medium. A processor(s) may
perform the necessary tasks.

Systems depicted in some of the figures may be provided in
various configurations. In some embodiments, the systems
may be configured as a distributed system where one or more
components of the system are distributed across one or more
networks in a cloud computing system.

A network may be set up to provide an access device user
with access to various devices connected to the network. For
example, a network may include one or more network devices
that provide a user with the ability to remotely configure or
control the network devices themselves or one or more elec-
tronic devices (e.g., appliances) connected to the network
devices. The electronic devices may be located within an
environment or a venue that can support the network. An
environment can include, for example, a home, an office, a
business, an automobile, a park, or the like. A network may
include one or more gateways that allow client devices (e.g.,
network devices, access devices, or the like) to access the
network by providing wired connections and/or wireless con-
nections using radio frequency channels in one or more fre-
quency bands. The one or more gateways may also provide
the client devices with access to one or more external net-
works, such as a cloud network, the Internet, and/or other
wide area networks.

A local area network, such as a user’s home local area
network, can include multiple network devices that provide
various functionalities. Network devices may be accessed
and controlled using an access device and/or one or more
network gateways. One or more gateways in the local area
network may be designated as a primary gateway that pro-
vides the local area network with access to an external net-
work. The local area network can also extend outside of the
user’s home and may include network devices located outside
of the user’s home. For instance, the local area network can
include network devices such as exterior motion sensors,
exterior lighting (e.g., porch lights, walkway lights, security
lights, or the like), garage door openers, sprinkler systems, or
other network devices that are exterior to the user’s home. It
is desirable for a user to be able to access the network devices
while located within the local area network and also while
located remotely from the local area network. For example, a
user may access the network devices using an access device
within the local area network or remotely from the local area
network.

As explained herein, techniques are provided that allow for
a detector network device to conditionally output notifica-
tions (e.g., via a same outer component used to received
external stimuli for detection). Further, data from one or more
detector network devices (e.g., data indicative of light pres-
ence, intensity, color or pattern) can be collected and analyzed
to infer a context. A notification can then be presented (e.g.,
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on a detector device or on an access device) and/or another
device (e.g., another network device) can be controlled based
on the inferred context. These techniques increase the utility
of a detector device and improve automated environment-
control and custom information available to a user.

In some embodiments, a user may create an account with
login information that is used to authenticate the user and
allow access to the network devices. For example, once an
account is created, a user may enter the login information in
order to access a network device in a logical network.

In some embodiments, an accountless authentication pro-
cess may be performed so that the user can access one or more
network devices within a logical network without having to
enter network device login credentials each time access is
requested. While located locally within the local area net-
work, an access device may be authenticated based on the
access device’s authentication with the logical network. For
example, if the access device has authorized access to the
logical network (e.g., a WiFinetwork provided by a gateway),
the network devices paired with that logical network may
allow the access device to connect to them without requiring
a login. Accordingly, only users of access devices that have
authorization to access the logical network are authorized to
access network devices within the logical network, and these
users are authorized without having to provide login creden-
tials for the network devices.

An accountless authentication process may also be per-
formed when the user is remote so that the user can access
network devices within the logical network, using an access
device, without having to enter network device login creden-
tials. While remote, the access device may access the network
devices in the local area network using an external network,
such as a cloud network, the Internet, or the like. One or more
gateways may provide the network devices and/or access
device connected to the local area network with access to the
external network. To allow accountless authentication, a
cloud network server may provide a network ID and/or one or
more keys to a network device and/or to the access device
(e.g., running an application, program, or the like). In some
cases, a unique key may be generated for the network device
and a separate unique key may be generated for the access
device. The keys may be specifically encrypted with unique
information identifiable only to the network device and the
access device. The network device and the access device may
be authenticated using the network ID and/or each device’s
corresponding key each time the network device or access
device attempts to access the cloud network server.

In some embodiments, a home local area network may
include a single gateway, such as a router. A network device
within the local area network may pair with or connect to the
gateway and may obtain credentials from the gateway. For
example, when the network device is powered on, a list of
gateways that are detected by the network device may be
displayed on an access device (e.g., via an application, pro-
gram, or the like installed on and executed by the access
device). In this example, only the single gateway is included
in the home local area network (e.g., any other displayed
gateways may be part of other local area networks). In some
embodiments, only the single gateway may be displayed
(e.g., when only the single gateway is detected by the network
device). A user may select the single gateway as the gateway
with which the network device is to pair and may enter login
information for accessing the gateway. The login information
may be the same information that was originally set up for
accessing the gateway (e.g., a network user name and pass-
word, a network security key, or any other appropriate login
information). The access device may send the login informa-
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tion to the network device and the network device may use the
login information to pair with the gateway. The network
device may then obtain the credentials from the gateway. The
credentials may include a service set identification (SSID) of
the home local area network, a media access control (MAC)
address of the gateway, and/or the like. The network device
may transmit the credentials to a server of a wide area net-
work, such as a cloud network server. In some embodiments,
the network device may also send to the server information
relating to the network device (e.g., MAC address, serial
number, or the like) and/or information relating to the access
device (e.g., MAC address, serial number, application unique
identifier, or the like).

The cloud network server may register the gateway as a
logical network and may assign the first logical network a
network identifier (ID). The cloud network server may further
generate a set of security keys, which may include one or
more security keys. For example, the server may generate a
unique key for the network device and a separate unique key
for the access device. The server may associate the network
device and the access device with the logical network by
storing the network ID and the set of security keys in a record
or profile. The cloud network server may then transmit the
network ID and the set of security keys to the network device.
The network device may store the network ID and its unique
security key. The network device may also send the network
ID and the access device’s unique security key to the access
device. In some embodiments, the server may transmit the
network ID and the access device’s security key directly to the
access device. The network device and the access device may
then communicate with the cloud server using the network ID
and the unique key generated for each device. Accordingly,
the access device may perform accountless authentication to
allow the user to remotely access the network device via the
cloud network without logging in each time access is
requested. Also, the network device can communicate with
the server regarding the logical network.

In some embodiments, a local area network may include
multiple gateways (e.g., a router and a range extender) and
multiple network devices. For example, a local area network
may include a first gateway paired with a first network device,
and a second gateway paired with a second network device. In
the event credentials for each gateway are used to create a
logical network, a server (e.g., a cloud network server) may
register the first gateway as a first logical network and may
register the second gateway as a second logical network. The
server may generate a first network ID and a first set of
security keys for the first logical network. The first set of
security keys may include a unique security key for the first
network device and a unique security key for the access
device for use in accessing the first network device on the first
logical network. The server may register the second gateway
as the second logical network due to differences in the cre-
dentials between the first gateway and second gateway. The
server may assign the second gateway a second network 1D
and may generate a second set of security keys. For example,
the server may generate a unique security key for the second
network device and may generate a unique security key for
the access device for use in accessing the second network
device on the second logical network. The server may asso-
ciate the first network device and the access device with the
first logical network by storing the first network ID and the
first set of security keys in a first record or profile. The server
may also associate the second network device and the access
device with the second logical network by storing the second
network ID and the second set of security keys in a record or
profile. The server may then transmit the first network ID and
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the first set of security keys to the first network device, and
may transmit the second network ID and the second set of
security keys to the second network device. The two network
devices may store the respective network ID and set of secu-
rity keys of the gateway with which each network device is
connected. Each network device may send the respective
network ID and the access device’s unique security key to the
access device. The network devices and the access device
may then communicate with the cloud server using the
respective network 1D and the unique key generated for each
device.

Accordingly, when multiple gateways are included in the
home local area network, multiple logical networks associ-
ated with different network identifiers may be generated for
the local area network. When the access device is located
within range of both gateways in the local area network, there
is no problem accessing both network devices due to the
ability of the access device to perform local discovery tech-
niques (e.g., universal plug and play (UPnP)). However, when
the user is located remotely from the local area network, the
access device may only be associated with one logical net-
work at a time, which prevents the access device from access-
ing network devices of other logical networks within the local
area network.

Accordingly, some techniques and systems are described
herein for generating dynamic and/or custom notifications.
The notifications can be presented on a detector surface, such
that the surface becomes multi-purpose. For example, a white
translucent lens on a device can serve to filter light (e.g., to
filter out visible light and to let infrared light pass through the
lens to activate a sensor, such as a PIR sensor). The lens can
further emit or “glow” a diffused color (e.g., a blue color) to
provide a notification of an event (e.g., to indicate that motion
has been detected. Some techniques and systems are
described herein for connecting a device to one or more other
devices to support remote measuring, monitoring and/or
device management. Thus, one or more devices can detect a
presence, intensity, color and/or pattern of light. Such detec-
tion can, in some instances, support an inference (e.g., of a
presence, arrival, absence, departure, path and/or device-con-
trol intention of one or more people generally or one or more
specific people), and one or more same or different devices
can be controlled based on the inference (e.g., to turn on
lights, unlock a door, etc.).

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a local area network 100.
The local area network 100 includes network device 102,
network device 104, and network device 106. In some
embodiments, any of the network devices 102, 104, 106 may
include an Internet of Things (IoT) device. As used herein, an
IoT device is a device that includes sensing and/or control
functionality as well as a WiFi™ transceiver radio or inter-
face, a Bluetooth™ transceiver radio or interface, a Zigbee™
transceiver radio or interface, an Ultra-Wideband (UWB)
transceiver radio or interface, a WiFi-Direct transceiver radio
or interface, a Bluetooth™ Low Energy (BLE) transceiver
radio or interface, and/or any other wireless network trans-
ceiver radio or interface that allows the IoT device to com-
municate with a wide area network and with one or more
other devices. In some embodiments, an IoT device does not
include a cellular network transceiver radio or interface, and
thus may not be configured to directly communicate with a
cellular network. In some embodiments, an loT device may
include a cellular transceiver radio, and may be configured to
communicate with a cellular network using the cellular net-
work transceiver radio. The network devices 102,104,106, as
IoT devices or other devices, may include home automation
network devices that allow a user to access, control, and/or
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configure various home appliances located within the user’s
home (e.g., a television, radio, light, fan, humidifier, sensor,
microwave, iron, and/or the like), or outside of the user’s
home (e.g., exterior motion sensors, exterior lighting, garage
door openers, sprinkler systems, or the like). For example,
network device 102 may include a home automation switch
that may be coupled with a home appliance. In some embodi-
ments, network devices 102, 104, 106 may be used in other
environments, such as a business, a school, an establishment,
a park, or any place that can support the local area network
100 to enable communication with network devices 102, 104,
106. For example, a network device can allow auser to access,
control, and/or configure devices, such as office-related
devices (e.g., copy machine, printer, fax machine, or the like),
audio and/or video related devices (e.g., a receiver, a speaker,
a projector, a DVD player, a television, or the like), media-
playback devices (e.g., a compact disc player, a CD player, or
the like), computing devices (e.g., a home computer, a laptop
computer, a tablet, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a com-
puting device, a wearable device, or the like), lighting devices
(e.g., a lamp, recessed lighting, or the like), devices associ-
ated with a security system, devices associated with an alarm
system, devices that can be operated in an automobile (e.g.,
radio devices, navigation devices), and/or the like.

A user may communicate with the network devices 102,
104, 106 using an access device 108. The access device 108
may include any human-to-machine interface with network
connection capability that allows access to a network. For
example, the access device 108 may include a stand-alone
interface (e.g., a cellular telephone, a smartphone, a home
computer, a laptop computer, a tablet, a personal digital assis-
tant (PDA), a computing device, a wearable device such as a
smart watch, a wall panel, a keypad, or the like), an interface
that is built into an appliance or other device e.g., a television,
arefrigerator, a security system, a game console, a browser, or
the like), a speech or gesture interface (e.g., a Kinect™ sen-
sor, a Wiimote™, or the like), an loT device interface (e.g., an
Internet enabled device such as a wall switch, a control inter-
face, or other suitable interface), or the like. In some embodi-
ments, the access device 108 may include a cellular or other
broadband network transceiver radio or interface, and may be
configured to communicate with a cellular or other broadband
network using the cellular or broadband network transceiver
radio. In some embodiments, the access device 108 may not
include a cellular network transceiver radio or interface.
While only a single access device 108 is shown in FIG. 1, one
of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that multiple access
devices may communicate with the network devices 102,
104, 106. The user may interact with the network devices 102,
104, or 106 using an application, a web browser, a proprietary
program, or any other program executed and operated by the
access device 108. In some embodiments, the access device
108 may communicate directly with the network devices 102,
104, 106 (e.g., communication signal 116). For example, the
access device 108 may communicate directly with network
device 102, 104, 106 using Zigbee™ signals, Bluetooth™
signals, WiFi™ signals, infrared (IR) signals, UWB signals,
WiFi-Direct signals, BLE signals, sound frequency signals,
or the like. In some embodiments, the access device 108 may
communicate with the network devices 102, 104, 106 via the
gateways 110, 112 (e.g., communication signal 118) and/or
the cloud network 114 (e.g., communication signal 120).

The local area network 100 may include a wireless net-
work, a wired network, or a combination of a wired and
wireless network. A wireless network may include any wire-
less interface or combination of wireless interfaces (e.g., Zig-
bee™, Bluetooth™, WiFi™, IR, UWB, WiFi-Direct, BLE,
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cellular, Long-Term Evolution (LTE), WiMax™, or the like).
A wired network may include any wired interface (e.g., fiber,
ethernet, powerline ethernet, ethernet over coaxial cable,
digital signal line (DSL), or the like). The wired and/or wire-
less networks may be implemented using various routers,
access points, bridges, gateways, or the like, to connect
devices in the local area network 100. For example, the local
area network may include gateway 110 and gateway 112.
Gateway 110 or 112 can provide communication capabilities
to network devices 102, 104, 106 and/or access device 108 via
radio signals in order to provide communication, location,
and/or other services to the devices. The gateway 110 is
directly connected to the external network 114 and may pro-
vide other gateways and devices in the local area network
with access to the external network 114. The gateway 110
may be designated as a primary gateway. While two gateways
110 and 112 are shown in FIG. 1, one of ordinary skill in the
art will appreciate that any number of gateways may be
present within the local area network 100.

The network access provided by gateway 110 and gateway
112 may be of any type of network familiar to those skilled in
the art that can support data communications using any of a
variety of commercially-available protocols. For example,
gateways 110, 112 may provide wireless communication
capabilities for the local area network 100 using particular
communications protocols, such as WiFi™ (e.g., IEEE
802.11 family standards, or other wireless communication
technologies, or any combination thereof). Using the com-
munications protocol(s), the gateways 110, 112 may provide
radio frequencies on which wireless enabled devices in the
local area network 100 can communicate. A gateway may
also be referred to as a base station, an access point, Node B,
Evolved Node B (eNodeB), access point base station, a Fem-
tocell, home base station, home Node B, home eNodeB, or the
like.

The gateways 110, 112 may include a router, a modem, a
range extending device, and/or any other device that provides
network access among one or more computing devices and/or
external networks. For example, gateway 110 may include a
router or access point, and gateway 112 may include a range
extending device. Examples of range extending devices may
include a wireless range extender, a wireless repeater, or the
like.

A router gateway may include access point and router
functionality, and may further include an Ethernet switch
and/or a modem. For example, a router gateway may receive
and forward data packets among different networks. When a
data packet is received, the router gateway may read identi-
fication information (e.g., a media access control (MAC)
address) in the packet to determine the intended destination
for the packet. The router gateway may then access informa-
tion in a routing table or routing policy, and may direct the
packet to the next network or device in the transmission path
of the packet. The data packet may be forwarded from one
gateway to another through the computer networks until the
packet is received at the intended destination.

A range extending gateway may be used to improve signal
range and strength within a local area network. The range
extending gateway may receive an existing signal from a
router gateway or other gateway and may rebroadcast the
signal to create an additional logical network. For example, a
range extending gateway may extend the network coverage of
the router gateway when two or more devices onthe local area
network need to be connected with one another, but the dis-
tance between one of the devices and the router gateway is too
far for a connection to be established using the resources from
the router gateway. As a result, devices outside of the cover-
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age area of the router gateway may be able to connect through
the repeated network provided by the range extending gate-
way. The router gateway and range extending gateway may
exchange information about destination addresses using a
dynamic routing protocol.

The gateways 110 and 112 may also provide the access
device 108 and the network devices 102, 104, 106 with access
to one or more external networks, such as the cloud network
114, the Internet, and/or other wide area networks. The cloud
network 114 may include a cloud infrastructure system that
provides cloud services. In certain embodiments, services
provided by the cloud network 114 may include a host of
services that are made available to users of the cloud infra-
structure system on demand, such as registration and access
control of network devices 102, 104, 106. Services provided
by the cloud infrastructure system can dynamically scale to
meet the needs of its users. The cloud network 114 may
comprise one or more computers, servers, and/or systems. In
some embodiments, the computers, servers, and/or systems
that make up the cloud network 114 are different from the
user’s own on-premises computers, servers, and/or systems.
For example, the cloud network 114 may host an application,
and a user may, via a communication network such as the
Internet, on demand, order and use the application.

In some embodiments, the cloud network 114 may host a
Network Address Translation (NAT) Traversal application in
order to establish a secure connection between the cloud
network 114 and one or more of the network devices 102,104,
106. For example, a separate secure Transmission Control
Protocol (TCP) connection may be established by each net-
work device 102, 104, 106 for communicating between each
network device 102, 104, 106 and the cloud network 114. In
some embodiments, each secure connection may be kept
open for an indefinite period of time so that the cloud network
114 can initiate communications with each respective net-
work device 102, 104, or 106 at any time. In some cases, other
types of communications between the cloud network 114 and
the network devices 102, 104, 106 and/or the access device
108 may be supported using other types of communication
protocols, such as a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP)
protocol, a Hypertext Transfer Protocol Secure (HTTPS) pro-
tocol, or the like. In some embodiments, communications
initiated by the cloud network 114 may be conducted over the
TCP connection, and communications initiated by a network
device may be conducted overa HTTP or HTTPS connection.
In certain embodiments, the cloud network 114 may include
a suite of applications, middleware, and database service
offerings that are delivered to a customer in a self-service,
subscription-based, elastically scalable, reliable, highly
available, and secure manner.

It should be appreciated that the local area network 100
may have other components than those depicted. Further, the
embodiment shown in the figure is only one example of a
local area network that may incorporate an embodiment of the
invention. In some other embodiments, local area network
100 may have more or fewer components than shown in the
figure, may combine two or more components, or may have a
different configuration or arrangement of components.

Upon being powered on or reset, the network devices 102,
104, 106 may be registered with the cloud network 114 and
associated with a logical network within the local area net-
work 100. FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a process 200 for
registering one or more network devices, such as the network
devices 102, 104, 106 illustrated in FIG. 1. When multiple
network devices 102, 104, 106 and gateways 110, 112 are
included within a local area network, the network devices
and/or gateways may be installed at different times, resulting
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in the techniques described with respect to FIG. 2 possibly
occurring for each network device and/or gateway at different
points in time. For example, a user may install network device
102 at a first point in time on a first floor of the user’s house.
Gateway 110 may also be located on the first floor, resulting
in the network device 102 pairing with gateway 110. The user
may later install gateway 112 and network device 106 on a
second floor of the user’s home, resulting in the network
device 106 pairing with gateway 112.

At 202, anetwork device may detect one or more gateways
upon being powered on or reset. In some embodiments, a
provisioning process may occur when the network device is
powered on or reset and detected by an access device (e.g.,
access device 108). During the provisioning process, the
access device may directly communicate with the network
device. In some embodiments, direct communication
between network devices (e.g., network devices 102, 104,
106) and access device (e.g., access device 108) may occur
using various communications protocols, such as Universal
Plug and Play (UPnP), Bluetooth®, Zigbee®, Ultra-Wide-
band (UWB), WiFi-Direct, WiFi, Bluetooth® Low Energy
(BLE), sound frequencies, and/or the like.

The provisioning process may include pairing the network
device with a gateway and registering the gateway, network
device, and access device with a server, such as a server
located within the cloud network 114. For example, upon
being powered on or reset to factory settings, the network
device may send or broadcast identification information to
one or more access devices. The identification information
may be sent during a discovery process. For example, the
identification information may be sent in response to a dis-
covery request from an access device. In some cases, the
identification information may include a name of' the network
device.

An application, program, or the like that is installed on and
executed by the access device may receive the identification
information from the network device. When the application
on the access device is launched by a user, the access device
may display the identification information for selection by the
user. Once the network device identification information is
selected, the access device may send a signal to the network
device indicating that it has been selected. The network
device may then send to the access device a list of gateways
that are detected by the network device. The access device
may receive and display the list of gateways. In some embodi-
ments, the list of gateways includes multiple gateways (e.g.,
gateways 110 and 112) that are located within the local area
network. The user may select the gateway that the user wishes
for the network device to pair. For example, the gateway that
provides the best signal strength for the network device may
be selected. The access device may then prompt the user to
enter login information that is required for accessing the
network signals provided by the selected gateway. For
example, the login information may be the same information
that was originally set up to access the gateway network
signals (e.g., when the gateway was initially installed). Once
entered, the access device may send the login information to
the network device. The network device may use the login
information to pair with the selected gateway. As one
example, network device 102 and network device 104 may be
paired with gateway 110, and network device 106 may be
paired with gateway 112.

Once paired with a gateway, the network device may be
registered with a cloud network (e.g., cloud network 114). For
example, the access device (e.g., via the application, program,
or the like) may instruct the network device to register with
the cloud network upon receiving confirmation from the net-
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work device that it has been successfully paired with a gate-
way. At 204, the network device may obtain credentials from
the gateway as part of the registration process. For example,
network device 102 may obtain credentials from gateway
110. At a same or later point in time, network devices 104 and
106 may obtain credentials from gateways 110 and 112,
respectively. In some embodiments, the credentials may
include a SSID of the local area network and a MAC address
of the gateway. An SSID received from two gateways (e.g.,
gateways 110, 112) may be the same due to the gateways both
being within the same local area network. In some cases, the
SSID of the two gateways may be different. The MAC
address of each of the gateways may be unique to each gate-
way. As a result of each gateway having a unique MAC
address, the credentials obtained from a gateway may be
unique to that particular gateway. One of ordinary skill in the
art will appreciate that other credentials may be obtained
from a gateway, such as an Internet Protocol address, or the
like.

The network device may then send the gateway credentials
to the cloud network at 206. For example, the network devices
102, 104, 106 may send credentials for the gateway with
which each is paired to the server located within the cloud
network 114. For example, network device 102 may transmit
the credentials obtained from gateway 110 to the server, and
network device 106 may transmit the credentials obtained
from gateway 112 to the server. In some embodiments, the
network device may also send information relating to the
network device (e.g., MAC address, serial number, make,
model number, firmware version, and/or an interface module
identifier, or the like) to the server, and/or information relat-
ing to the access device (e.g., MAC address, serial number,
application unique identifier, or the like) to the server. Insome
embodiments, the communication of the credentials, the net-
work device information, and/or the access device informa-
tion sent from the network device to the cloud network server
may be in a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) format, a
Hypertext Transfer Protocol Secure (HTTPS) format, a
secure Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) format, or the
like. One of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other
communication formats may be used to communicate
between the network device and the cloud network server.

Once the credentials, network device information, and/or
access device information are received by the server, the
server may register each gateway as a logical network within
the local area network and may generate a network ID for
each logical network. For example, the server may register the
gateway 110 as a first logical network. During the registration
process, the server may generate a first network ID for iden-
tifying the first logical network. As noted above, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art will appreciate that any number of gate-
ways may be present within the local area network, and thus
that any number of logical networks may be registered for the
local area network. The server may further generate a first set
of'security keys for authenticating the network device and the
access device. For example, the server may generate a unique
key for the network device 102 and a separate unique key for
the access device 108.

In some embodiments, as previously described, network
device 104 may also be paired with gateway 110 at the same
or a later point in time as the network device 102. During
registration of the network device 104, the server may deter-
mine that the access device 108 has already been registered
with another network device (e.g., network device 102) that is
associated with the same logical network of gateway 110. In
such embodiments, the server may retrieve the first network
1D that was used in registering the first logical network. The
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server may also generate a new unique security key for the
network device 104, and may retrieve the unique key that was
previously generated for the access device 108 when regis-
tering the gateway 110 as the first logical network.

The gateway 112 may also be registered by the server as a
second logical network with a second network ID. A second
set of security keys may be generated for the network device
106 and the access device 108. For example, the server may
generate a unique security key for the network device 106 and
aunique security key for the access device 108 as it relates to
the second logical network. In some embodiments, the gate-
way may 112 be installed at a later point in time after the
gateway 110 is installed, and thus may be registered as the
second logical network at the later point in time.

A record or profile may then be created for associating each
network ID with the credentials of a corresponding gateway,
the corresponding network device(s), and the access device.
For example, the server of the cloud network 114 may asso-
ciate the first network ID with the credentials of gateway 110.
Similarly, the server may associate the second network 1D
with the credentials of gateway 112. In some embodiments,
the server performs the association by generating and storing
arecord including the network ID, the set of security keys, the
gateway credentials, the network devices associated with the
network ID (e.g., MAC address or serial number of a network
device), the access devices associated with the network ID
(e.g., MAC address, serial number, application unique iden-
tifier, or the like), and/or any other information relevant to the
network devices and/or gateways. For example, the server
may store the first network ID and the first set of security keys
in a first record at a first memory space (e.g., in Flash, DRAM,
adatabase, or the like) along with the SSID and MAC address
for gateway 110 and an identifier of the network devices 102
and/or 104. The server may also store the second network ID
and the second set of security keys in a second record at a
second memory space along with the SSID and MAC address
for gateway 112 and an identifier of the network device 106.
In some embodiments, an example of a network device iden-
tifier may include a MAC address of the network device, a
serial number of the network device, or any other unique
identifier.

Each of the first and second network IDs may include a
unique number or alphanumeric string generated sequentially
or randomly. For example, the first time a network device and
an associated gateway are registered on the cloud network
114, the unique network ID for the logical network of the
gateway may start with 7000000. Each subsequent logical
network that is created may be a sequential increment of the
initial network ID (e.g., 7000001, 7000002, 7000003, etc.).
As another example, the network ID may be generated by a
random or pseudo-random number generator. One of ordi-
nary skill in the art will appreciate that other techniques for
generating a unique ID may be used. The technique used to
generate the network IDs may be dependent on a type of
database that is included in the cloud network 114. For
example, different databases may have different proprietary
mechanisms for creating a unique identifier.

The set of keys generated for each logical network may be
generated using database specific technique. For example, a
MySQL technique may be used to generate the sets of keys.
Each key may include a universally unique identifier (UUID)
or a globally unique identifier (GUID). As described above,
for each logical network, the server may generate a unique
key for a network device and a separate unique key for an
access device.

At 208, the network device may receive the network ID and
the set of security keys. For example, once the server has
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generated a record or profile associating the network device
102 with the first logical network, the server may transmit the
first network ID and the first set of security keys to the net-
work device 102. The network device 102 may store the first
network ID and one or more keys of the first set of keys. For
example, the network device 102 may store the unique secu-
rity key that was created by the server for the network device
102.

As noted previously, the network devices 102,104, 106 and
gateways 110, 112 may be installed at different times. For
example, in some embodiments, network device 104 may be
installed at a point in time after the first logical network is
created based on the pairing between gateway 110 and net-
work device 102. In such embodiments, upon being powered
on, the network device 104 may pair with gateway 110, obtain
credentials from gateway 110, and transmit the credentials to
the server in the cloud network 114 using similar techniques
as those described above. The server may associate the net-
work device 104 with the previously generated first network
ID. As described above, the server may also generate a new
unique security key for the network device 104, and may
retrieve the unique key that was previously generated for the
access device 108 when registering the first logical network.
The network device 104 may then receive and store the first
network ID and the security keys from the server.

At 210, the network device may send the network ID and
the set of security keys to the access device. For example, the
network device 102 may send to the access device 108 the first
network ID and the unique security key generated for the
access device 108. The network device 102 and the access
device 108 may then communicate with the cloud network
server using the first network ID and each device’s unique
key. In some embodiments, the network device and the access
device may generate a signature using their respective secu-
rity key. The signature is sent to the cloud network server
along with a communication from the network device or
access device. The cloud network server may process the
signature in order to authenticate each device, as described
below. The network device and access device may use differ-
ent techniques to generate a signature.

A network device may generate a sighature using its
uniquely generated security key. For example, the signature
may be expressed as: Authorization=MacAddress”:“Signa-
ture”: “ExpirationTime. The Authorization term may be an
attribute, and the MacAddress, Signature, and Expiration-
Time terms may include values for the Authorization
attribute. In particular, the Mac Address value may include the
MAC address of the network device, which may include a
unique alphanumeric or numeric string. The network device
may retrieve its MAC address from memory and place it in the
MacAddress field. The Signature value may be expressed as:
Signature=Base64(HMAC-SHA1(PrivateKey, StringTo-
Sign)). The Signature value may include an alphanumeric or
numeric string. HMAC-SHA1 is an open source technique
that includes a Hash-based Message Authentication Code
(HMAC) using a SHA1 hash function. The HMAC-SHA1
technique uses the values PrivateKey and StringToSign as
inputs. The PrivateKey input includes the unique security key
that was generated by the server for the network device. The
StringToSign input may be expressed as
StringToSign=MacAddress+‘“\n”+Serial Number+“\n”+Ex-
pirationTime. Accordingly, the StringToSign input is gener-
ated by appending a serial number of the network device and
an expiration time to the network device’s MAC address. The
ExpirationTime term may indicate the period of time for
which the signature is valid. In some embodiments, the Expi-
rationTime term may include a current time at which the
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signature is generated plus period of time for which the sig-
nature is valid. In one example, the ExpirationTime term may
be expressed as ExpirationTime=Number of seconds since
Jan. 1, 1970.

The network device may place the signature in a data
packet for transmission with a communication signal to the
cloud network server. The network device may also place the
network ID in the data packet. The signature and the network
1D, if included, may be used by the cloud network server to
verify that the network device is associated with the logical
network. In some embodiments, a signature is provided with
each communication sent from the network device to the
server. Once the signature is received by the server, the server
generates a signature using the same expression as that used
by the network device. For example, the server may retrieve
the network device’s key and other relevant information from
storage and generate the signature using the key and the other
information using the expression described above. The server
then verifies whether the signatures match. Upon determining
that the signatures match, the server authenticates the net-
work device’s communication.

An access device may also generate a signature using its
uniquely generated security key. For example, the access
device signature may be expressed as: Authorization=SDU
Uniqueld“:”Signature®:”ExpirationTime. The Authorization
term may be an attribute, and the SDU Uniqueld, Signature,
and ExpirationTime terms may include values for the Autho-
rization attribute. The SDU Uniqueld term may include a
unique phone identifier. The SDU Uniqueld value may
depend on the type of access device that is used and the type
of'values that may be accessed and/or generated by the type of
access device. In some cases, one type of access device may
not allow an application to access a unique identifier of the
access device (e.g., a serial number, UUID, or the like). In
such cases, the SDU Uniqueld value may include a value
generated by an application or program installed on and
executed on the access device that is used to access the net-
work device. The value may be unique to the application or
program that generated the value. In other cases, another type
of'access device may allow an application to access a unique
identifier of the access device. In such cases, the SDU
Uniqueld value may include a value that is unique to the
access device itself, such as a serial number, UUID, or the
like. In this example, the access device may retrieve the
unique value from storage within the access device. One of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other unique
identifiers may be used to uniquely identify the access device.
The Signature value may be expressed as: Signature=Base64
(HMAC-SHA1(PrivateKey, StringToSign)). Using this
expression, the input to the HMAC-SHA1 technique may
include a PrivateKey term and a StringToSign term. The
PrivateKey input includes the unique security key that was
generated by the server for the access device with regard to a
particular logical network. The StringToSign input may be
expressed as StringToSign=Uniqueld+“\n”+“\n”+Expiration
Time. The StringToSign value is different from the StringTo-
Sign value generated by network device in that no serial
number is included. Accordingly, the StringToSign input is
generated by appending an expiration time to the access
device’s unique identifier. The ExpirationTime term may
indicate the period of time for which the signature is valid,
similar to that above for the signature generated by the net-
work device.

The access device may place the signature in a data packet
and may transmit the data packet to the cloud network server
with a communication signal. The network device may also
place the network ID in the data packet. The signature and the
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network ID, if included, may be used by the cloud network
server to verify that the access device is associated with the
logical network and authorized to communicate with one or
more network devices associated with the logical network. In
some embodiments, a signature is provided with each com-
munication sent from the access device to the server. The
cloud server may receive the signature and may generate a
signature using the same expression as that used by the access
device. For example, the server may retrieve the access
device’s key and other relevant information from storage and
generate the signature using the key and the other information
using the expression described above. The server then verifies
whether the signatures match. Upon determining that the
signatures match, the server authenticates the access device
and allows it to communicate with one or more of the network
devices associated with logical network.

Once the provisioning process is completed, the access
device 108 may access the network device 102 locally via the
gateway 110 (e.g., communication signal 118) or remotely
via the cloud network 114 (e.g., communication signal 120).
In some embodiments, the communication between the
access device 108 and the cloud network 114 may be a HTTP
or HTTPS communication. One of ordinary skill in the art
will appreciate that other communication mechanisms may
be used to communicate between the access device 108 and
the cloud network 114.

The network 100 may enable a user to monitor and/or
control operation of the devices 102 and 104. For example, a
user may monitor and/or control operation of devices by
interacting with a visual interface of the gateway 110 (i.e., a
web page for gateway 110) and/or a visual interface rendered
onadisplay of an access device, such as access device 108. In
some embodiments, an application may be run on the access
device. The application may cause the access device to
present a graphical interface that includes a visual interface
for each device accessible on the network 100.

A network device may generate and/or provide a “status”
of the network device. In certain embodiments, the status or
state of a network device can be indicated on a visual interface
on the access device, for example within the tile with text
and/or graphically. The status of the network device can
change based on time (e.g., a period, an interval, or other time
schedule). The status of a network device may be any piece of
information pertinent to that particular network device. The
status of a network device may be any changeable variable of
that particular network device. For example, the status of a
network device may include a state of the network device
itself (e.g., on or off) or how the network device is situated
within the network with respect to the other network and other
network devices throughout the network. For example, the
status of a network device may refer to the network device’s
proximity to another network device and/or its ability to
communicate with another network device because of the
relative signal strength between the two network devices. In
certain embodiments, the status can include a value or some
other information indicating a unit of measure for a setting or
an attribute related to operation of a device connected to the
network device. The setting or the attribute can be adjustable
within a range of values. For example, the device connected to
the network device can be a light bulb and the status can
include a value corresponding to brightness (e.g., a percent-
age of total brightness) emitted by the light bulb when the
light bulb is powered-on. In another example, the device can
be a motion sensor and the status can include a value corre-
sponding to sensitivity of the sensor in a range of values
between 0 to 100 when the sensor is powered on. In yet
another example, the device can be a fan and the status can
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include a value corresponding to a speed of the fan on a scale
of'0 to 100 when the fan is powered-on.

As described above, upon being powered on or reset, the-
network devices 102 and/or 104 may be registered with the
cloud network 114 and associated with a logical network
within the local area network 100. Similarly, upon being
powered or switched off or otherwise being disconnected
from the network 100, the status of the-network device 102
would be known and stored by a cache (not shown) associated
with the network 100. For example, cloud network 114 may
include storage (e.g. cache) that stores the status of the net-
work devices within each local area network 100 it is con-
nected to and/or provides access to. In another example, the
gateway 110 may include storage that stores the status of the
network devices within each local area network it is con-
nected to and/or provides access to. More specifically, the
status stored in the cache may include a status table which
indicates the current status of each network device (as of its
last communication with each network device). A status table
may include all statuses of each network device, or individual
storage tables for each local area network or other subset of its
network devices/networks. In one embodiment, a change in
status may prompt the-network device to push its change in
status to the cloud network 114 for storage or updating of the
cloud’s stored status table. In another embodiment, cloud
network 114 and/or gateway 110 may continuously (or peri-
odically) communicate with each-network device to check to
see if its status has changed.

In some embodiments, a network device (e.g. network
device 102 and/or 104) may, upon connecting to the local area
network 100, check the status of the-network devices on the
network 100. In other embodiments, one-network device may
check the status of one or more of the other network devices
on the network 100. The network device may seek to check
the status of another network device or access device for
various reasons, including to display such status(es) to a user
on a display or otherwise, to check whether that network
device belongs to the same network, to synchronize or coor-
dinate any scheduled executions, to update an attribute based
on adjustment received among others. For example, a net-
work device or user may desire to check various statuses on a
connected device, such as power level, timestamped activity
history (e.g. temperature for a thermostat, motion for a
motion detector, etc.), how long it has been active/turned on,
attributes for operation ofthe connected device (e.g., a bright-
ness of a lamp, a speed of a fan, or a sensitivity of a sensor,
etc.), among many others.

In some embodiments, a device, such as the access device
108 shown in FIG. 1 or the gateway 110, connected to the
network 100 can communicate an updated status of a network
device, such as the network devices 102 and/or 104. The
updated status can be communicated via the network 100 and
can include an adjustment that affects a status of the network
device. The adjustment can include an amount of change to
one or more attributes, one or more settings, or acombination
thereof related to operation of the network device connected
to the network 100. The access device 108 or the gateway 110
can present a graphical interface that can receive input corre-
sponding to an adjustment to a status of a device. In some
embodiments, the updated status of the network device com-
municated to the network 100 can be received by a network
device to which the updated status applies, or can be received
by the gateway 110, the cloud network 110, or any other
device in communication with the network. If the device
cannot directly receive the updated status, it can also receive
the updated status from the cloud network 114, the gateway
110, or the other devices in the network 100. In some embodi-
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ments, the network device can communicate its updated sta-
tus to the network 100, which can indicate whether the status
has been updated. The updated status can be received by the
access device or any other device in the network 100. In some
embodiments where the access device is not located within
the network 100, the access device may not immediately
receive the updated status. The updated status can be stored
by the cloud network 114 or the gateway 110 for communi-
cation to the access device. The status of the network device
can indicate whether an adjustment was made based on an
adjustment in a setting or an attribute transmitted by the
access device. Alternatively, or additionally, the access device
can receive, from any other network device connected to the
network 100, a status update indicating whether the adjust-
ment was in fact made at a network device.

A network device seeking to check the status of any other
device on the network 100 may communicate with the cloud
network 114, to which all devices on the network 100 are
connected either directly or indirectly. Since the cloud net-
work 114 and/or the gateway 110 can store an updated table/
list of the statuses of each of the network devices 102 and 104
within the requesting network’s local area network, the cloud
network 114 and/or gateway 110 may communicate such
status data to the network devices 102 and 104 and the access
device. For example, if-network devices 102 and 104 were to
each turn on and communicate their statuses to cloud network
114, cloud network 114 may analyze the status of network
devices 102 and 104 and communicate to-network devices
102 and 104 that they are each connected to the same local
area network 100.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a network 300, according
to embodiments of the present invention. Specifically, the
network 300 can be a wireless local area network enabling an
access device to communicate with network devices to con-
trol adjustment of attributes related to operation of the net-
work devices. Network 300 includes network device 302,
network device 304, network device 306, and network device
308. The network 300 also includes access device 108. In
other words, the network 300 may be substantially similar to
the network 100 except that access device 108 has been turned
on near the network 300, to which it is associated, or has
entered an area to which the network 300 can reach.

When access device 108 can enter the network 300 as
shown in FIG. 3, access device 108 may be authenticated
based on the access device’s authentication with the logical
network or may otherwise commence communication with
cloud network 114. Access device 108 may also communi-
cate notification of its presence or other information directly
to other network devices 302-308 within network 300, as
shown in FIG. 3 by communication paths 330. As noted, such
communication may include various communications proto-
cols, such as Universal Plug and Play (UPnP), Bluetooth®,
Zigbee®, Ultra-Wideband (UWB), WiFi-Direct, WiFi, Blue-
tooth® Low Energy (BLE), sound frequencies, and/or the
like. For example, access device 108 may communicate to all
other devices in network 300, including network device 302,
network device 304, network device 306, and network device
308, information/data regarding its status. Such status data
may include the fact that it is present and turned on, or other
status data/information. At any time that network devices
302, 304, 306 and 308 recognize that access device 108 is
present at network 300, the network devices may communi-
cate back to access device 108. For example, the network
devices may send an acknowledgement (e.g., ACK signal)
back to access device 108 to confirm that they received the
status data sent by access device 108. The network devices
may also send their own status data to access device 108.
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While network devices 302-308 and access device 108
may each receive communication from other network devices
around the network 300, including the status of each of those
network devices, network devices 302-308 and/or access
device 108 may be continuously scanning network 300 (in-
cluding, for example, running discovery algorithms) to deter-
mine whether any devices within the network have moved,
turned on/off or otherwise added to or subtracted from the
network 300, or have otherwise changed statuses.

Since network devices 302-308 and access device 108 may
each receive communication from other devices around net-
work 300, including the status of each of those devices, each
network device within network 300 may know the status of
each other network device in the network 300. For example,
access device 108 or devices 302-308 may not be required to
communicate with cloud network 114 in order to obtain one
or more of such statuses. Since cloud network 114 is an
external network and may be remote from network 300, com-
munication between network devices within the network 300
and cloud 114 may take more time than communication
between two devices within network 300. For example, com-
munication between devices within network 300 may take
anywhere from 1 millisecond to 100 milliseconds, while
communication between a device within network 300 and the
cloud network 114 may take anywhere from 50 milliseconds
to 1 second or more). Furthermore, if a network device is
retrieving information from cloud 114, the request must travel
from the network device to cloud network 114, and then the
information must travel back from cloud network 114 to the
network device. This process may double the latency caused
by retrieving information with cloud 114. Therefore, devices
within the network 300 may choose to send and receive/
retrieve statuses directly with other devices within the net-
work 300 instead of communicating such information via
cloud network 114. When a network device receives status
data from another network device on the device’s local area
network 300, it may store that status data so that it may
retrieve and use that status data at a later time.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a network 400, according
to embodiments of the present invention. The local area net-
work 400 may include network device 302, network device
304, network device 306, network device 308, and access
device 108. FIG. 4 also illustrates that one or more network
devices 302-308 and/or access device 108 may include a
storage device, such as a cache, for storing data, including
data regarding its own status and data regarding statuses
received from the other devices within local area network
400. For example, access device 108 may, after being pow-
ered up, broadcast/send its status to network device 308 via
communication 434. Network device 308 may store the status
data received from access device 108 until the next time
access device 108 updates its status by sending new/updated
status data to network device 308. Cache may be used for
storage within network devices 302-308 and/or access
devices within the local area network 400 so that each of the
devices may be able to quickly retrieve the data it needs from
storage. An application operating on the access device 108
can access the cache to obtain information to display the
visual interface for each network device 302-308 registered
within the network 400. Although a caching device may be
used to store such data within the network and/or access
devices within the local area network 400, other types of
storage may be used.

The cache can contain a known interface list including
interface information for different, known types of devices.
The known list can include a record for each network device
known by the access device 108 to exist on the network 400.
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When an application is run on the access device 108, the
access device 108 can access the known interfaces in the
cache to present the display of access device 108. The display
can present one or more visual interfaces, each corresponding
to a network device known to exist on the network 400. Each
visual interface can be generated based on a visual interface
module corresponding to each device on the network 400. In
an example, the display can include a visual interface (e.g., a
module tile) for each device in the network 400 having an
interface in the known interface list.

The cache can also contain known status information about
each network device in the known device list. When the
application is run on the access device 108, the access device
108 can access the known status information in the cache to
present a status display. The access device 108 can populate
each tile with an indicator representing the respective known
status information for each device in the known device list.
The status display can include an indicator of one or more
attributes, one or more settings, or a combination thereof
related to operation of each device in the network 400. For
example, the status display can include a speed of a fan (e.g.,
a fan speed of 56 in a range of values between 0 and 100) of
the network device 302 (e.g., a fan), a value of sensitivity of a
sensor (e.g., a value of 34 in a range of values 0-100) for the
network device 304 (e.g., a motion sensor), a value of bright-
ness (e.g., 65 percent brightness) for the network device 306
(e.g., a light bulb), and a value of temperature (e.g. a slow
cooker). Although shown as having a single indicator for an
attribute or a setting related to operation of a network device,
the status display can present a plurality of indicators corre-
sponding to different attributes and/or settings related to
operation of a network device.

In some embodiments, the cache can include other infor-
mation about a network device. The other information can
indicate a device’s firmware version, last known firmware
update status, connectivity to cloud status, registration status
(e.g., whether the network device has a key or not), and other
such information. The cache can include information that
could be used for troubleshooting. In embodiments described
below, the access device 108 can access status information
from another other device on the network 400 and can use that
information to update its own cache, update the status display,
and/or pass the information to the cloud network 114 and/or
the gateway 110 for trouble shooting and/or storage.

Even though each network device may know and store (e.g.
in cache) the state of each other network device within local
area network 400, a network device may not know when
another network device changes status (e.g. turns/powers
off). However, network devices and/or access devices within
local area network 400 may broadcast/send any updates in its
status to other devices on the network. For example, if net-
work device 302 changes status, it may send status data to the
other network devices, such as network devices 304, 306 and
308 and to access device 108. However, network device 302
may not know which devices to update since the other devices
may change statuses periodically (e.g. turn off).

Therefore, a network or access device may subscribe to
another network or access device within local area network
400. For example, network devices 304, 306 and 308 and
access device 108 may subscribe to status data notifications/
updates from network device 302. Such a subscription may be
registered for upon initial connection with network device
302 when network device 302 first enters local area network
400 or at any other time after network device 302 has been
associated with local area network 400. Subscriptions may be
controlled to last indefinitely or may expire after a certain
predetermined period of time after initial subscription. How-
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ever, network devices may re-subscribe to another network
device before or after their previous subscription has expired.

Subscriptions between network device and/or access
devices may be registered, similar to registering a network
device upon initial entrance into the local area network,
including security registrations described herein with respect
to FIGS. 1 and 2. For example, a network device may send its
unique security key, which it may have stored along with its
network ID after being registered on the network, to a net-
work device to which it wants to subscribe. However, sub-
scriptions may take on many other forms, including sending a
different form of identification to a network device to which
a network device wants to subscribe. However, subscriptions
may take on many other forms, including sending a different
form of identification to a network device to which a network
device wants to subscribe.

Upon receiving a subscription from another network
device or access device, the device being subscribed to may
store a list of the devices that subscribed to it. For example,
network device 302 may store a list of network devices 304,
306 and 308 and access device 108 after those devices sub-
scribe to network device 302. Then, when network device 302
undergoes a change in status, network device 302 may send
that change in status to only the devices that had previously
subscribed to it but where the subscription had not yet
expired. Furthermore, according to some embodiments, the
subscription list of a network device may be automatically
updated if that device receives notification that another device
has left the range of the local area network, either from that
device itself or from a different device. Therefore, the various
devices within a given local area network, such as network
400, each contain continuously updated statuses of each other
device on the network and obtain those statuses and updates
through direct communication without necessary use of the
cloud.

FIG. 5 illustrates an access device 108 that is located
remotely from network 500 (e.g. local area network), accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention. L.ocal area net-
work 500 includes gateway 110 and network devices 502 and
504 (which may be, for example, the same as any of network
devices 302-308 in FIGS. 3 and 4), as shown in FIG. 5.
However, network 500 may also include a variety of other
network devices and one or more access devices directly
connected to network 500. Gateway 110 is connected to cloud
network 114, and allows network devices 502 and 504 to
connect to cloud 114, the internet, or other external networks
via gateway 110. In some embodiments, the network devices
502 and 504 may include home automation devices that allow
auser to access, control, and/or configure various home appli-
ances located within the user’s home, such as a television,
radio, light, microwave, iron, and/or the like.

Access device 108 is not directly connected to network
500. Instead, access device 108 is external to network 500 and
may connect to cloud network 114 and to network 500 via
cloud network 114. As noted, network devices 502 and 504
may change status on a periodic basis. In some embodiments,
even when external to and not directly connected to network
500, an access device may request to check the status of the
devices on the network. When access device 108 seeks to
check the status of any device on the network, the access
device 108 may transmit/send a communication 536 to the
cloud network 114, to which all devices on the network are
connected either directly or indirectly via gateway 110. Since
the cloud network 114 stores an updated table/list of the
statuses of each of the devices within the requesting access
device’s network, the cloud network 114 may transmit a
communication 538 of such status data to the access device
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108. For example, after network devices 502 and 504 are
turned on, authenticated and are a part of network 500, net-
work devices 502 and 504 may communicate their statuses to
cloud network 114. Furthermore, any time the status of net-
work devices 502 and 504 changes, the device that incurred a
status change may push/send information (e.g. an indication)
of that status change to cloud network 114. Cloud network
114 may store, in cache 526 or otherwise, the statuses (which
may be time stamped in metadata or otherwise) of network
devices 502 and 504. Therefore, when access device 108
requests from cloud network 114 the statuses of devices on
network 500, cloud 114 may send its most recently stored/
updated statuses to access device 108.

To obtain the most updated status data of devices within
network 500, cloud 114 may, upon receiving a request for
status data related to network devices 502 and 504, transmit/
send a communication 532 (e.g. request, query, etc.) for such
status data to network devices 502 and 504 via gateway 110.
Once network devices 502 and 504 receive this request, net-
work devices 502 and 504 may send a communication 534
(e.g. updated status data) to cloud 114 to replace the previ-
ously stored/cached statuses in cache 526. Upon receipt of
updated status data 534 from network 500, cloud 114 may
send a communication 538 of such status data to the access
device 108.

However, the process of cloud network 114 requesting
updated statuses from network devices 502 and 504 within
network 500 may cause latency within the system. More
specifically, the time required for cloud network 114 to
request updated statuses from network devices 502 and 504
and to in turn receive updated statuses from network devices
502 and 504 may be substantially greater than the time
required for cloud network 114 to send its currently stored
statuses (without being updated) for network devices 502 and
504 to access device 108. For example, of the total time
required for access device 108 to receive updated statuses
from cloud network 114, 80% or more of that total time may
include cloud network 114 requesting updated statuses from
network devices 502 and 504. On the other hand, of the total
time required for access device 108 to receive updated sta-
tuses from cloud network 114, 20% or more of that total time
may include the status data being transmitted from cloud
network 114 to access device 108. Since a majority of the
process required for access device 108 to request and receive
status data for network devices 502 and 504 is the transmis-
sion of data between cloud 114 and network devices 502 and
504, the access device 108 and cloud network 114 may maxi-
mize efficiency by minimizing the effect of the transmission
of data between cloud 114 and network devices 502 and 504
on the whole process/system.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a process 600 for using data
from one or more detector devices to infer a context and
control a device operation and/or notification presentation
according to an embodiment of the invention. Part or all of
process 600 can be performed, for example, by the cloud
network 114, a gateway 110 or 112, or a network device 102,
104 or 106.

Process 600 can begin at block 602 where environmental
stimulus data from one or more detector devices is accessed.
Each of the one or more detector devices can be a network
device, such as the network devices 102, 104, 106 illustrated
in FIG. 1. In some instances, the one or more detector devices
include different types of devices (e.g., configured to detect
different types of stimuli) and/or devices positioned at difter-
ent and/or corresponding locations (e.g., different rooms
within a house or different locations within a room).
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A detector of the one or more detector devices can be
configured to detect data related to an environmental stimulus
such as light, sound, acceleration, vibration, liquid (e.g., for
leak detection, water usage or rain detection), humidity, tem-
perature, pressure, air quality, seismic activity, smoke, carbon
monoxide, etc. The detector of the one or more detector
devices can be configured to detect a presence, intensity,
pattern, type (e.g., light color), location and/or direction of the
stimulus. The environmental stimulus can relate to a local
environment around at least part of the detector, an inside
environment (e.g., of a room or building), and/or an outside
environment. In one instance, the environmental stimulus
data is indicative of a presence, intensity, color, temporal
pattern or spatial pattern of light detected by one or more light
detectors. In some instances, at least one (or each) detector
device can include an outer surface that serves as an interface
to receive environmental stimuli. For example, the interface
can include a lens (e.g., a Fresnel lens).

In some instances, a detector device is physically con-
nected to another network device. The connection can be a
permanent or interchangeable connection. For example, a
detector device and another network device can each include
a port configured to receive a connecting cable. In this man-
ner, a given network device can be connected to any of a
variety of devices. A physical connection can, in some
instances, focus a detection to variables associated with the
connected device (e.g., a power usage, a wireless connection
strength, and/or a light emission of the device).

In some instances, the environmental stimulus data
includes a plurality of data points. The plurality of data points
can correspond to measurements from a single device made at
a plurality of times and/or to measurements made from mul-
tiple devices (e.g., made at a single time, during a single time
period or at different times). In instances where the data
points are associated with multiple devices, the devices can be
associated with a same gateway, network identifier, access
device and/or user identifier. Two or more (or all) of the
devices can be located within a same building or room. Two or
more (or all) of the devices can, but need not, be of a same
type. For example, one or more data points can be collected
from each of a set of light detectors positioned at different
locations within a home.

In some instances, at least one (or each) detector device is
configured to perform and/or initiate an operation in addition
to and/or independent of the detection. The operation can
include a home-control operation, a power-control operation
and/or an operation with an effect beyond data processing
and/or presentation. For example, the operation can include
controlling whether a light is on or off, operation of an HVAC
system, akitchen-appliance operation, operation of a security
system, or operation of a laundry machine. In some instances,
at least one (or each) detector device is a passive device that
itself does not itself perform or initiate an operation (e.g., of
one or more of the above-identified types).

At block 604, one or more stimulus variables are generated
based on the data. In some instances, a stimulus variable
includes stimulus data detected by a detector device. In some
instances, a stimulus variable is a processed version of one or
more detected stimulus data points. For example, a stimulus
variable can include an average of a set of data points mea-
sured by a single detector, an average of a set of data points
measured by different detectors, a latency between data
points (or above-threshold measurements) measured by mul-
tiple detectors, a binary transformation of one or more data
points, a spatial or temporal differential in measurements
based by one or multiple detectors, etc.
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In one instance, a stimulus variable is determined based on
multiple environmental stimulus data from multiple detector
devices. In one instance, a unique stimulus variable can be
associated with each ofa set of binary detector detections. For
example, if a system included a light detector in three rooms,
and each was associated with a threshold used to estimate
whether a light was on, each of nine stimulus variables could
represent a particular combination of the lights being on or
off. In some instances, determining the stimulus variable can
include determining one or more weights, such as a weight
associated with each detector device (e.g., as determined
using a learning technique. In some instances, the stimulus
variable depends on an order of multiple detections. For
example, a stimulus variable can depend on a sequence in
which light was detected in multiple rooms.

At block 606, one or more device variables (e.g., each
associated with a device that detected one or more environ-
mental stimulus data points accessed at block 602) are iden-
tified. A device variable can relate, for example, to a device
location (e.g., geographic coordinates or a room), orientation,
setting, type, sensitivity, measurement scale, detection range,
height, and/or movement. A device variable for a device can
be based on, for example, stored data pertaining to the device,
a signal from the device, a signal from another device, user
input (e.g., identifying a functional location) or assessment of
data points measured by the device.

At block 608, an inference is made based on the one or
more stimulus variables. In some instances, the inference
further depends on the identified one or more device vari-
ables. Generating an inference can include inferring a char-
acteristic of a context, such as (for example) a characteristic
of a context of a device (e.g., a device performing part or all
of process 600 and/or a detector device of the one or more
detector devices at block 602), person or user, home, and/or
room. In some instances, generating an inference can include
determining a context variable (e.g., such as an identifier)
indicative of a context characteristic.

For example, a context variable can correspond to an infer-
ence as to whether anyone is in a home, who is in a home, who
is about to enter a home, who is arriving at a home, whether a
person is asleep, and/or an outside weather condition corre-
sponding to a device location. In some instances, generating
an inference includes a generating a prediction. For example,
aprediction can be made as to which rooms in a house one or
more people will occupy within 5 seconds, whether a user
will be satisfied with (or would instead change) a device
setting and/or a path that a user is embarking on.

The context can be inferred using, for example, a rule
which can, for example, include one at least partly (or
entirely) defined by a user and/or identified using a learning
technique (e.g., using a decision-tree, association-rule, neu-
ral-network, inactive-logic-programming, support-vector-
machine, clustering, Bayesian-networks, reinforcement-
learning, representation-learning, similarity-learning, and/or
sparse-dictionary-learning technique). The learning tech-
nique can include a dynamic or fixed technique and can be
built on or updated using a data set associated with, for
example, a group of users, group of device types, group of
locations, a single user, a single device type, and/or a single
location.

In one instance, one or more (e.g., a set of) of each of:
stimulus, device, context and/or action variables can be ana-
lyzed to identify or modify properties of a learning technique
(e.g., variable selection and/or weights). An analysis result
can identity, for example, which stimulus and/or device vari-
ables are predictive of, correlated with or otherwise associ-
ated with one or more context and/or action variables and a
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relationship between such stimulus and/or device variables
and the context and/or action variables. In one instance, a
clustering technique is performed to identify clusters of
stimulus and action variables. Each cluster can be approxi-
mated to be associated with a context.

A context variable (e.g., a cluster identifier) can be indica-
tive of a context and, for example, identified based on input or
other data (e.g., from a detector device). For example, detec-
tion of a local input from a home device can indicate that at
least one person is at home, or detection of motion near a door
can be indicative of a time of entry to a home or room.

An action variable can be indicative of a control of one or
more devices (e.g., network devices) and/or a notification to
be presented on a device. For example, an action variable can
include a power state, level or intensity, setting, time control,
and/or preset identifier (e.g., corresponding to a preset for a
given user). In some instances, an action variable includes a
change of a control of one or more devices (e.g., turning a
device from off to on, setting a device timer, etc.). As another
example, an action variable includes text and/or a graphic for
a receiving device to present. Various action variables can
correspond to context variables. For example, if a user locally
changes a setting or power state for a device in a given room,
such action can indicate that someone is present in the room.

In one instance, a context variable is distinct from an action
variable. For example, a context variable can indicate that a
user just arrived at home, and an action variable can indicate
that a user de-activated a security system. In one instance, an
action variable can serve as a context variable. In such
instances, the inference made at block 608 can include pre-
dicting an action that a user will or would want to take. Thus,
a rule can associate stimulus and/or device variables directly
with desired actions rather than inferring why the reasons are
appropriate.

At block 610, one or more actions (and/or one or more
device identifiers) can be identified based on the context. The
action can be determined using, for example, a look-up table
or rule (e.g., defined by a user or determined using a learning
technique, such as one disclosed herein). In one instance, a
look-up table can associate each of one or more context
variables with an action variable and/or a device identifier.
For example, a context variable representing that one or more
people are in a front yard after dark can correspond to a
power-on action variable associated with a porch-light device
identifier. As another example, a context variable associated
with a user path from a bedroom to a front door can corre-
spond to action and device variables associated with a time
series of turning lights on and off. As yet another example, a
context variable associated with a child napping can corre-
spond to action and device variables associated with turning
off or muting a doorbell, phone, laundry machine, sprinkler
system, and HVAC.

At block 612, a communication can be sent to each of one
or more devices, where the communication includes a context
and/or action variable. When a context variable is included in
the communication, in some instances, the receiving device
can determine an action (if any) to perform based on the
context variable. In some instances, the communication cor-
responds to an absolute or conditional instruction to perform
an action (e.g., power on, power off, set a setting, set a sen-
sitivity, present a notification) corresponding to the action
variable. For example, in one instance, a communication can
cause a device to present an indication of an action and to
perform the action if contrary user input is not received within
a defined time period. As another example, a communication
can cause a device to perform an action so long as the device
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has not inferred a context contrary to a context variable
included in the communication.

It will be appreciated that (as is true for all processes
disclosed herein), in some instances, process 600 can be
modified to omit one or more depicted blocks. For example,
process 600 can be performed at a network device, and the
action identified at block 610 can correspond to one to be
performed by the network device. In some instances, block
612 may then be omitted, though in other instances, block 612
can be modified to transmit a notification of a context or
action variable (e.g., such that it can be used for inter-device
coordination or rule modification).

Through process 600, devices can coordinate their detec-
tions and operations. Because devices can (for example) be
positioned at different locations, have different detection
capabilities, have different user popularities, etc., using data
from a first device to influence an operation of'a second device
can improve a success (e.g., in terms of user satisfaction) of
such automated operation. Further, in some instances, a rule
can directly relate environmental stimulus data to action vari-
ables. However, introducing an intermediate non-action con-
text variable in the relationship can further improve a rule
adaptability and a user’s satisfaction with the rule. For
example, a context-based rule can identify three different
stimulus variables indicating that a particular user is home
and five different actions that are to be performed when it is
inferred that the user is home. Iflater a new stimulus variable
is determined to be indicative of a user being home, a learning
technique need not separately learn that the new variable is
associated with each of the five actions; rather, the single
association with the home context can automatically associ-
ate the new stimulus variable with each of the actions.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a process 700 for present-
ing a stimulus at a detector device according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. Part or all of process 700 can be
performed, for example, by a detector device, which can also
be network device 102, 104 or 106. In some instances, a
detector device (as referred to herein) can include one lacking
auser interface, one or more buttons, a touchscreen, an input-
component port, etc.

Process 700 can begin at block 702 where the device can
receive input stimulus data. The input stimulus data can
include data reflecting an environment. For example, a detec-
tor device can be configured to receive, process and/or detect
light, sound, acceleration, vibration, liquid (e.g., for leak
detection, water usage or rain detection), humidity, tempera-
ture, pressure, air quality, seismic activity, smoke, or carbon
monoxide data. The stimulus can be received at an interface
of the device, which can include, for example, a lens or
membrane. In one instance, a device receives multiple input
stimuli. For example, a device can be configured to detect
light intensity corresponding to different spatial locations.

In one instance, the detector device can be configured to
receive a light stimulus and/or to detect a presence, intensity,
pattern, type (e.g., light color), location and/or direction of the
stimulus. The device can include, for example, a photodiode,
photoresistor, active-pixel sensor, and/or reverse-biased
LED.

Atblock 704, a stimulus variable can be identified based on
the input stimulus. The stimulus variable can include a prop-
erty of the detected stimulus, such as a presence, intensity,
direction, time, spatial pattern and/or temporal pattern of the
stimulus. The variable can be determined by thresholding
received data (using hardware or software) to estimate
whether a stimulus was present. The threshold can be fixed,
determined based on user input or determined based on other
detector data points (e.g., associated with a corresponding
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time or time period, such as to be able to implement a relative
spatial or temporal detection). In one instance, a stimulus
variable reflects a digital output, resistance or current corre-
sponding to a detected light intensity. Determining a stimulus
variable can include processing raw data (e.g., using hard-
ware or software) to, for example, filter the data over time or
identify an average or extremum of a collection of data points.

At block 706, a first communication that includes the
stimulus variable can be transmitted by the detector device.
The first communication can be transmitted to, for example,
another network device, a gateway or a server on a cloud
network. The first communication can also include, for
example, an identifier of the device, a network identifier, a
gateway identifier, and/or a time (e.g., at which the stimulus
was received, the stimulus variable was identified or the first
communication was transmitted). In some instances, the
transmission includes a conditioned transmission. For
example, the transmission can occur only when the stimulus
variable exceeds a particular threshold, when a change in the
stimulus variable exceeds a particular threshold, when a
defined time period has passed since a previous transmission,
when the device received a request for the stimulus variable,
etc.

At block 708, the detector device can receive a second
communication. The second communication can be from a
same device as to which the first communication was trans-
mitted or a different device. The second communication can
be received from, for example, another network device, a
gateway or a server on a cloud network. The second commu-
nication can include also include an identifier of the device, a
network identifier, a gateway identifier, and/or a time.

The second communication can include raw or processed
data detected at one or more detector devices (e.g., of same or
different types and/or corresponding to a same or different
gateway, room, location, building, network identifier, and/or
user account). For example, the second communication can
include one or more stimulus variables or processed versions
thereof. The one or more detector devices may, or may not,
include the device receiving the communication.

The data can relate to a presence, intensity, direction, time,
spatial pattern and/or temporal pattern of one or more
detected stimuli. In one instance, the data includes processing
aggregated stimulus variables (e.g., aggregated across
device)to, e.g., obtain a statistic (e.g., a minimum, maximum,
mean, mode, variation, count, percentage (e.g., of above-
threshold variables) or median), filter the data or categorize
the data. For example, a time series of power detections can be
obtained from each of a set of devices. The time series can be
summed across devices and filtered in time. A maximum can
then be identified from the processed time series and included
in the second communication.

As another example, the second communication can indi-
cate that a cumulative power usage as detected by devices in
one room or a house, a light intensity detected by a detector in
another room (e.g., a child’s bedroom) has substantially
decreased, or a temperature detected inside a house is warmer
than an outside temperature associated with a location of the
house etc.). As another example, the second communication
can include data reflecting user input or device operation at
another network device (e.g., a power status, a setting or an
estimated task-completion time), and/or data pertaining to a
user account (e.g., identifying a calendar event, a new email,
a new text message or a new voice message).

In some instances, the second communication includes an
implicit or explicit instruction. The instruction can include
presenting a general stimulus (e.g., by powering a single light
source at the device) or presenting a specific stimulus (e.g., by
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powering one or more select light sources, applying select
spectral or spatial filters, selecting a stimulus from amongst a
set of stimuli, presenting text included in or generated based
on the second communication, etc.).

At block 710, a determination can be made based on the
second communication as to whether to present a stimulus. In
one instance, receipt of the second communication is indica-
tive that a stimulus is to be presented. In one instance, data in
the second communication can be analyzed to determine
whether a stimulus is to be presented. For example, the deter-
mination can be based on a detected value (e.g., whether a
detected value exceeds a threshold) and/or a device identifier
included in the second communication (e.g., whether it
matches one in a presentation look-up table).

In one instance, the determination is based at least in part
on a detection, context or characteristic ofthe detector device.
For example, a presentation condition can include that the
stimulus variable identified at block 704 exceed a threshold.
Such a condition can result in a reservation of stimulus pre-
sentation for times when it can be inferred or is likely that
someone is near (e.g., is in a same room or building or is
across from) the detector device, such that presentations not
likely to be seen by anyone can be avoided (e.g., to thereby
reduce energy consumption, light resources, etc.).

As another example, in some instances, data included in the
second communication is based on the identified stimulus
variable (e.g., if the second communication includes a statis-
tic representative of the variable and other stimulus vari-
ables). Thus, a presentation determination can depend on the
identified stimulus variable by virtue of being based on the
data included in the second communication.

As yet another example, if the detector device is presenting
another stimulus, it can postpone or reject postponing another
stimulus particularly associated with the second communica-
tion. As another example, the detector device can present the
stimulus only if light or motion is detected by the detector
device, if a charge of the detector device is above a threshold
and/or if a power supply is of a particular type. In some
instances, determining whether to present the stimulus
includes inferring a context (e.g., a user or house), such as
inferring how many (and/or which) users are in a home,
whether and/or when a user is predicted to arrive at a home or
in a room, etc.

When it is determined that a stimulus is not to be presented,
process 700 can return to block 708 (and/or to block 702).
When it is determined that a stimulus is to be presented,
process 700 can continue to block 712 where a stimulus can
be selected. In some instances, a detector device is configured
to present only a single stimulus, and thus, the stimulus
selected at block 712 can correspond to the single stimulus. In
some instances, a detector device can be configured to present
any of multiple stimuli. Selecting a stimulus can then include,
for example, selecting a color, spatial pattern, temporal pat-
tern, duration and/or intensity for a stimulus (e.g., a visual
stimulus) and/or selecting text and/or an image to include in
the stimulus. In some instances, the selection includes select-
ing between a set of stimuli.

The selection can be based on, for example, data included
in the second communication (e.g., which can include a raw
or processed stimulus variable from one or more detector
devices), an identifier in the second communication, a detec-
tion, context or characteristic of the detector device, and/or a
stimulus-selection rule (e.g., as defined based on, for
example, user data or a learning technique). For example, a
color of a light stimulus can be indicative of which device
type sent the second communication. As another example, a
stimulus can be indicative of an inferred arrival or departure
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of a user in a house; a first stimulus characteristic (e.g., a
color) can correspond to an estimated identity of the user, and
a second stimulus characteristic (e.g., a temporal flashing
pattern) can correspond to whether it is estimated that the user
is arriving or leaving. As yet another example, an intensity of
a first region of a stimulus can correspond to a power usage
detected at the detector device and an intensity of a second
region (e.g., next to, inside or around the first region) of the
stimulus can correspond to a power usage accumulated across
devices in a given room or house.

In some instances, the stimulus can be of a same modality
of the input stimulus. For example, a detector device can be
configured to detect visual stimuli (e.g., by detecting light
intensity) and also to present visual stimuli. In some
instances, the stimulus includes a different modality relative
to the input stimulus (e.g., the stimulus being an audio stimu-
lus).

At block 714, the selected stimulus can be presented. In
some instances, the stimulus is presented using at least part of
a same interface as used to receive the input stimulus at block
702. For example, a lens can be used both to receive light and
to present a visual stimulus. In some instances, the stimulus is
presented using at least partly a different interface as com-
pared to that used to receive the input stimulus. For example,
a lens on a detector device can be used to receive light and a
visual stimulus can be presented at or through a different
surface on the device.

Thus, process 700 illustrates how a device can both serve to
detect local stimuli and also to receive data from other devices
(e.g., connected to a same gateway) to present stimuli serving
as notifications of events or inferences. Such a passive noti-
fication can be used to convey operation of household
devices, detections pertaining to household members or the
house and/or alerts in a non-intrusive manner using an inter-
face already present in a setting.

It will be appreciated that (as is the case for all processes
disclosed herein), the order of the blocks is illustrative and be
modified. For example, blocks 702-706 can be performed
after blocks 708-714 or 708-710. Further, it will be appreci-
ated that blocks in process 700 can be performed a different
number of times. For example, blocks 702-706 can be per-
formed multiple times relative to a number of times blocks
708-714 are performed.

In one particular implementation, process 700 can be per-
formed by a motion or light detector. Thus, the input stimulus
received at block 702 can include light input, and the stimulus
can be received via a lens (e.g., a Fresnel lens). Further, the
stimulus variable identified at block 704 can be detected used
a PIR (passive infrared) sensor and can include one or more
light-intensity measures. At block 714, presenting the stimu-
lus can include emitting a light at a light source in the device,
filtering the light and/or projecting the light. In some
instances, the device can be configured to include multiple
pixels. To present a stimulus, one or more intensities (e.g.,
RGB intensities) can be assigned to each pixel.

FIG. 81is an example of ablock diagram of a detector device
800 depicting different hardware and/or software compo-
nents of the detector device 800. Detector device can include
a housing 802 surrounding part, most or all of the device. A
material of the housing can include, for example, a plastic or
metal. The material can be opaque or translucent. In some
instances, a part of a housing includes a lens 804 or other
focusing device. An absorption, reflectivity, transmissivity,
refractive index and/or material of lens 804 can differ from
and/or be greater than another portion of housing 802.

Device 800 can include a filter 806 positioned behind the
lens. The filter can include a filtered to filter out infrared light,
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visible light or light associated with particular wavelengths
(e.g., associated with particular colors). A sensor 808 can be
positioned to receive filtered light. The sensor can be config-
ured to detect visible or infrared light. For example, sensor
808 can include a PIR sensor or a photodetector or photo-
diode. A raw or processed output of sensor 808 can be
included in a signal, which a transmitter of device 810 (not
shown) can transmit to another device.

Device 800 can also include a light source 812. Light
source 812 includes a backlight or frontlight. In some
instances, device 800 further includes a light controller 814
(e.g., one or more light valves, power regulators, and/or fil-
ters) to specify light properties, such as whether light is emit-
ted, a light wavelength, a light intensity, a temporal light
pattern or duration, and/or a spatial light pattern or size.
Device 800 can, in some instances, include a projecting
device 816 to project the light towards lens 804. Thus, device
800 can be configured to detect a visual stimulus and to
present a visual stimulus.

As discussed herein, whether and/or which visual stimulus
can depend on data received at one or more other network
devices. The visual stimulus can depend on a device detection
and/or a context inference.

It will be appreciated that detector device 800 can also
include additional components not shown in FIG. 8 and/or
different operation capabilities or properties beyond or
instead of those described with respect to the figure. For
example, detector device 800 can include a processor, DSP
and/or memory and/or a component as shown in any of FIGS.
9-13 or discussed in relation to any such figure. In some
instances, detector device 800 lacks a user interface.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a front view of a network
device 900. FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a side view of
the network device 900. The network device 900 may include
any of the network devices 102, 104, or 106 described herein.
In some embodiments, the network device 900 may be ahome
automation network device. For example, the network device
900 may include a home automation switch that may be
coupled with a home appliance. A user may wirelessly access
the network device 900 in order to access, control, and/or
configure various home appliances located within the user’s
home. For instance, the user may remotely control appliances
such as a television, radio, light, microwave, iron, space
heater, wall A/C unit, washer, dryer, fan, and/or the like.
Network device 900 can include one configured to commu-
nicate directly or indirectly (e.g., via a gateway or cloud
network) with a detector device. Additionally or alternatively,
a detection or operation of network device 900 can, in part or
in full, support a context inference and/or a determination that
a detector device is to present a stimulus (e.g., corresponding
to a notification, such as a notification of a power usage).

In some embodiments, the network device 900 may
include a WiFi enabled switch that connects home appliances
and other electronic devices to a compatible 802.11b/g/n/ac
WiFi network. The network device 900 may thus allow users
to locally or remotely turn devices on or off from anywhere,
program customized notifications, and/or change device sta-
tus. The network device 900 may further allow auser to create
custom schedules or have devices respond to sunrise or sun-
set.

The network device 900 includes an power switch 902 that
may be depressed in order to turn the network device 900 on
and off. In some embodiments, a light source may be inte-
grated with or located behind the power switch. For example,
a light-emitting diode (LED) may be located on a circuit
board under the power button 902. The light source may be
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illuminated when the network device 900 is powered on, and
may not be illuminated when the network device 900 is pow-
ered off.

The network device 900 further includes a communica-
tions signal indicator 904. The signal indicator 904 may indi-
cate whether the network device 900 has access to a commu-
nications signal, such as a WiFi signal. For example, the
signal indicator 904 may include a light source (e.g., a LED)
that illuminates when the network device 900 is connected to
a communications signal. The light source may depict difter-
ent colors or other characteristics (e.g., flashing, dimming, or
the like) to indicate different levels of signal strength or mode
of operation.

The network device 900 includes a restore button 1010.
The restore button 1010 may allow a user to reset the network
device 900 to factory default settings. For example, upon
being depressed, the restore button 1010 may cause all soft-
ware on the device to be reset to the settings that the network
device 900 included when purchased from the manufacturer.

The network device 900 further includes a plug 1008 and
anoutlet 906. The plug 1008 allows the network device 900 to
be plugged into a wall socket, such as a socket providing
120V, 220V, or the like. In turn, an appliance may be plugged
into the outlet 906. Once the network device 900 is registered
according to the techniques described above, an appliance
plugged into the socket 906 may be controlled by a user using
an access device (e.g., access device 108).

FIG. 11 is an example of a block diagram of the network
device 900 depicting different hardware and/or software
components of the network device 900. As described above
with respect to FIGS. 9 and 10, the network device 900
includes the outlet 906, the plug 1008, the power button 902,
the restore button 1010, and the communications signal indi-
cator 904. The network device 900 also includes light source
1128 associated with the power button 902. As previously
described, the light source 1128 may be illuminated when the
network device 900 is powered on.

The network device 900 further includes a relay 1110. The
relay 1110 is a switch that controls whether power is relayed
from the plug 1008 to the outlet 906. The relay 1110 may be
controlled either manually using the power button 902 or
remotely using wireless communication signals. For
example, when the power button 902 is in an ON position, the
relay 1110 may be closed so that power is relayed from the
plug 1008 to the outlet 906. When the power button 902 is in
an OFF position, the relay 1110 may be opened so that current
is unable to flow from the plug 1008 to the outlet 906. As
another example, an application or program running on an
access device may transmit a signal that causes the relay 1110
to be opened or closed. For instance, an access application
may display a graphical interface on the access device that
includes a power button. The user may tap or otherwise select
the power button, and the access application may send a
communication signal (e.g., over a WiFi network) to the
network device 900 instructing the network device 900 to
open or close the relay 1110.

The network device 900 further includes flash memory
1120 and dynamic random access memory (DRAM) 1122.
The flash memory 1120 may be used to store instructions or
code relating to an operating system, one or more applica-
tions, and any firmware. The flash memory 1120 may include
nonvolatile memory so that any firmware or other program
can be can updated. In the event the network device 900 loses
power, information stored in the flash memory 1120 may be
retained. The DRAM 1122 may store various other types of
information needed to run the network device 900, such as all
runtime instructions or code.
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The network device 900 further includes a CPU/Radio
1118. The CPU/Radio 1118 controls the operations of the
network device 900. For example, the CPU/Radio 1118 may
execute various applications or programs stored in the flash
memory 1120 and/or the dynamic random access memory
(DRAM) 1122. The CPU/Radio 1118 may also receive input
from the various hardware and software components, inter-
pret the input, and perform one or more functions in response
to the input. As one example, the CPU/Radio 1118 may
determine whether the power button 902 has been pressed,
and determines whether the relay 1110 needs to be opened or
closed. The CPU/Radio 1118 may further perform all com-
munications functions in order to allow the network device
900 to communicate with other network devices, one or more
gateways, a cloud network, and/or one or more access
devices. While the CPU and radio of the network device 900
are shown to be combined in the CPU/Radio 1118, one of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that, in some embodi-
ments, the CPU and radio may be separately located within
the network device 900. For example, CPU circuitry may be
situated at a separate location on a circuit board from the
location of radio circuitry, the CPU circuitry may be located
ona different circuit board from the radio circuitry, or the like.
Further, the network device 900 may include multiple radios
that are configured to communicate using one or more com-
munication protocols, such as any combination of a WiFi™
transceiver radio, a Bluetooth™ transceiver radio, a Zighee™
transceiver radio, a UWB transceiver radio, a WiFi-Direct
transceiver radio, a BLE transceiver radio, and/or any other
wireless network transceiver radio or interface. In some
embodiments, the network device 900 does not include a
cellular network transceiver radio or interface, and thus may
not be configured to directly communicate with a cellular
network. In some embodiments, the network device 900 may
include a cellular network transceiver radio, and may be
configured to communicate with a cellular network using the
cellular network transceiver radio.

The network device 900 may communicate with other
devices and/or networks via antenna 1124. For example,
antenna 1124 may include a 2.4 GHz antenna, a 5 GHz
antenna, or the like, that can transmit and receive WiFi com-
munications signals. The network device 900 may include
other types of antennas that can communicate Bluetooth®
signals, Zighee® signals, Ultra-Wideband (UWB) signals,
WiFi-Direct signals, BLE signals, and/or the like. In some
embodiments, the antenna 1124 may be configured to com-
municate different types of signals, such as the WiF1i signals,
Bluetooth® signals, Zigbee® signals, UWB signals, WiFi-
Direct signals, BLE signals, and/or the like. In some embodi-
ments, the network device 900 may include multiple antennas
for communicating the different types of communication sig-
nals. As one example, the network device 900 may include
both a 2.4 GHz antenna and a 5 GHz antenna.

The network device 900 further includes a driver 1116, a
switching power supply 1112, and a voltage regulator 1114.
The driver 1116 may include instructions or code that can be
used to translate control signals or commands received from
applications running on the DRAM 1122 to commands that
the various hardware components in the network device 900
can understand. In some embodiments, the driver 1116 may
include an ambient application running on the DRAM 1122.
The switching power supply 1112 may be used to transfer
power from the outlet in which the plug 1008 is connected to
the various loads of the network device 900 (e.g., CPU/Radio
1118). The switching power supply 1112 may efficiently
convert the voltage and current characteristics of the electrical
power to a level that is appropriate for the components of the
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network device 900. For example, the switching power sup-
ply 1112 may perform AC-DC conversion. In some embodi-
ments, the switching power supply 1112 may be used to
control the power that is relayed from the plug 1008 to the
outlet 906. The voltage regulator 1114 may be used to convert
the voltage output from the switching power supply 1112 to a
lower voltage usable by the CPU/Radio 1118. For example,
the voltage regulator 1114 may regulate the DC voltage from
5V 1o 3.3V.

Invarious embodiments, functions may be stored as one or
more computer-program products, such as instructions or
code, in a non-transitory machine-readable storage medium,
such as the flash memory 1120 and/or the DRAM 1122. The
network device 900 can also comprise software elements
(e.g., located within the memory), including, for example, an
operating system, device drivers, executable libraries, and/or
other code, such as one or more application programs, which
may comprise computer programs implementing the func-
tions provided by various embodiments, and/or may be
designed to implement methods and/or configure systems, as
described herein. Merely by way of example, one or more
procedures described with respect to the processes discussed
above, for example as described with respect to FIG. 2, may
be implemented as code and/or instructions executable by a
computer (and/or a processor within a computer); in an
aspect, then, such code and/or instructions can be used to
configure and/or adapt a general purpose computer (or other
device) to perform one or more operations in accordance with
the described methods. Such functions or code may include
code to perform the steps described above with respect to
FIG. 2. The memory, such as the flash memory 1120 and/or
the DRAM 1122, may be a processor-readable memory and/
or a computer-readable memory that stores software code
(programming code, instructions, etc.) configured to cause a
processor(s) within the CPU/Radio 1118 to perform the func-
tions described. In other embodiments, one or more of the
functions described may be performed in hardware.

A set of these instructions and/or code might be stored on
a non-transitory machine-readable storage medium, such as
the flash memory 1120 and/or the DRAM 1122. In some
cases, the storage medium might be incorporated within a
computer system, such as the CPU/Radio 1118. In other
embodiments, the storage medium might be separate from a
computer system (e.g., a removable medium, such as a com-
pact disc), and/or provided in an installation package, such
that the storage medium can be used to program, configure
and/or adapt a general purpose computer with the instruc-
tions/code stored thereon. These instructions might take the
form of executable code, which is executable by the network
device 900 and/or might take the form of source and/or
installable code, which, upon compilation and/or installation
on the network device 900 (e.g., using any of a variety of
generally available compilers, installation programs, com-
pression/decompression utilities, etc.) then takes the form of
executable code.

Substantial variations may be made in accordance with
specific requirements. For example, customized hardware
might also be used, and/or particular elements might be
implemented in hardware, software (including portable soft-
ware, such as applets, etc.), or both. Further, connection to
other access or computing devices such as network input/
output devices may be employed.

It should be appreciated that the network device 900 may
have other components than those depicted in FIGS. 9-11.
Further, the embodiment shown in the figures are only one
example of a network device that may incorporate an embodi-
ment of the invention. In some other embodiments, network
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device 900 may have more or fewer components than shown
in the figure, may combine two or more components, or may
have a different configuration or arrangement of components.

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of an access device 1200.
The access device 1200 may include any human-to-machine
interface with network connection capability that allows
access to a network. For example, the access device 1200 may
include a stand-alone interface (e.g., a cellular telephone, a
smartphone, a home computer, a laptop computer, a tablet, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), a computing device, a wear-
able device such as a smart watch, a wall panel, a keypad, or
the like), an interface that is built into an appliance or other
device (e.g., television, refrigerator, security system, game
console, browser, or the like), a speech or gesture interface
(e.g., Kinect™ sensor, Wiimote™, or the like), an internet of
things (IoT) device interface (e.g., an Internet enabled appli-
ance such as a wall switch, a control interface, or the like). The
access device 1200 includes hardware elements that can be
electrically coupled via a bus 1218 (or may otherwise be in
communication, as appropriate). In one embodiment, the bus
1218 can be used for the processor(s) 1202 to communicate
between cores and/or with the memory 1212. The hardware
elements may include one or more processors 1202, including
without limitation one or more general-purpose processors
and/or one or more special-purpose processors (such as digi-
tal signal processing chips, graphics acceleration processors,
and/or the like); one or more input devices 1216, which can
include without limitation a camera, a mouse, a keyboard, a
touch sensitive screen, a touch pad, a keypad, and/or the like;
and one or more output devices 1214, which can include,
without limitation, a display, a printer, and/or the like.

The access device 1200 may include one or more wireless
transceivers 1206 connected to the bus 1218. The wireless
transceiver 1206 may be operable to receive wireless signals
(e.g., signal 1210) via antenna 1208. The wireless signal 1210
may be transmitted via a wireless network. In some embodi-
ments, the wireless network may be any wireless network
such as a wireless local area network (e.g., local area network
100), such as WiFi, a Personal Access Network (PAN), such
as Bluetooth®, Zigbee®, or UWB, or a cellular network (e.g.
a GSM, WCDMA, LTE, CDMA2000 network). Wireless
transceiver 1206 may be configured to receive various radio
frequency (RF) signals (e.g., signal 1210) via antenna 1208
from one or more gateways, network devices, other access
devices, cloud networks, and/or the like. Access device 1200
may also be configured to decode and/or decrypt, via the DSP
1204 and/or processor(s) 1202, various signals received from
one or more gateways, network devices, other access devices,
cloud networks, and/or the like.

The access device 1200 may further include (and/or be in
communication with) one or more non-transitory machine-
readable storage mediums or storage devices (e.g., memory
1212), which can comprise, without limitation, local and/or
network accessible storage, and/or can include, without limi-
tation, a disk drive, a drive array, an optical storage device, a
solid-state storage device such as a random access memory
(“RAM”) and/or a read-only memory (“ROM”), which can
be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like. Such stor-
age devices may be configured to implement any appropriate
data storage, including without limitation, various file sys-
tems, database structures, and/or the like.

In various embodiments, functions may be stored as one or
more computer-program products, such as instructions or
code, in memory 1212, such as RAM, ROM, FLLASH, or disc
drive, and executed by processor(s) 1202 or DSP 1204. The
access device 1200 can also comprise software elements
(e.g., located within the memory 1212), including, for
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example, an operating system, device drivers, executable
libraries, and/or other code, such as one or more application
programs, which may comprise computer programs imple-
menting various functions. Memory 1212 may be a non-
transitory machine-readable storage medium, processor-
readable memory, and/or a computer-readable memory that
stores the one or more computer-program products config-
ured to cause the processor(s) 1202 and/or DSP 1204 to
perform the various functions. In other embodiments, the
various functions described may be performed in hardware.

FIG. 13 illustrates an example of a server 1300. The server
1300 includes hardware elements that can be electrically
coupled via a bus 1316 (or may otherwise be in communica-
tion, as appropriate). In one embodiment, the bus 1316 can be
used for the processor(s) 1302 to communicate between cores
and/or with the memory 1312. The hardware elements may
include one or more processors 1302, including without limi-
tation one or more general-purpose processors and/or one or
more special-purpose processors (such as digital signal pro-
cessing chips, graphics acceleration processors, and/or the
like), memory 1312, DSP 1304, a wireless transceiver 1306,
abus 1316, and antenna 1308. Furthermore, in addition to the
wireless transceiver 1306, server 1300 can further include a
network interface 1314 to communicate with a network (e.g.,
alocal area network, a network of a preferred carrier, Internet,
etc.).

The server 1300 may further include (and/or be in commu-
nication with) one or more non-transitory machine-readable
storage mediums or storage devices (e.g., memory 1312),
which can comprise, without limitation, local and/or network
accessible storage, and/or can include, without limitation, a
disk drive, a drive array, an optical storage device, a solid-
state storage device such as a random access memory
(“RAM”) and/or a read-only memory (“ROM”), which can
be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like. Such stor-
age devices may be configured to implement any appropriate
data storage, including without limitation, various file sys-
tems, database structures, and/or the like.

Invarious embodiments, functions may be stored as one or
more one or more computer-program products, such as
instructions or code, in memory 1312. The server 1300 can
also comprise software elements (e.g., located within the
memory), including, for example, an operating system,
device drivers, executable libraries, and/or other code, such as
one or more application programs, which may comprise com-
puter programs implementing the functions provided by vari-
ous embodiments, and/or may be designed to implement
methods and/or configure systems, as described herein.
Merely by way of example, one or more procedures described
with respect to the processes discussed above may be imple-
mented as code and/or instructions executable by a computer
(and/or a processor within a computer); in an aspect, then,
such code and/or instructions can be used to configure and/or
adapt a general purpose computer (or other device) to perform
one or more operations in accordance with the described
methods. Such functions or code may include code to perform
the steps described above with respect to FIG. 2. The memory
1312 may be a non-transitory machine-readable storage
medium, processor-readable memory, and/or a computer-
readable memory that stores the one or more computer-pro-
gram products configured to cause the processor(s) 1302 to
perform the functions described. In other embodiments, one
or more of the functions described may be performed in
hardware.

A set of these instructions and/or code might be stored on
a non-transitory machine-readable storage medium, such as
the memory 1312. In some cases, the storage medium might
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be incorporated within a computer system. In other embodi-
ments, the storage medium might be separate from a com-
puter system (e.g., a removable medium, such as a compact
disc), and/or provided in an installation package, such that the
storage medium can be used to program, configure and/or
adapt a general purpose computer with the instructions/code
stored thereon. These instructions of one or more computer-
program products might take the form of executable code,
which is executable by the server 1300 and/or might take the
form of source and/or installable code, which, upon compi-
lation and/or installation on the server 1300 (e.g., using any of
a variety of generally available compilers, installation pro-
grams, compression/decompression utilities, etc.) then takes
the form of executable code.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example of a gateway 1400. The
gateway 1400 may include a range extending device, a router,
an access point, a modem, and/or any other device that pro-
vides network access among one or more computing devices
and/or external networks. For example, the gateway 1400
may include a router gateway with access point and router
functionality, and may further include an Ethernet switch
and/or a modem. As another example, the gateway 1400 may
include a range extending gateway that may be used to
improve signal range and strength within a network by taking
an existing signal from another gateway (e.g., a router gate-
way, an access point, or the like) and rebroadcasting the signal
to create a second logical network.

The gateway 1400 includes hardware elements that can be
electrically coupled via a bus 1418 (or may otherwise be in
communication, as appropriate). In one embodiment, the bus
1418 can be used for the processor(s) 1402 to communicate
between cores and/or with the memory 1412. The hardware
elements may include one or more processors 1402, including
without limitation one or more general-purpose processors
and/or one or more special-purpose processors (such as digi-
tal signal processing chips, graphics acceleration processors,
and/or the like); one or more input devices 1416, which can
include without limitation one or more buttons, a keyboard, a
keypad, a touch sensitive screen, a touch pad, and/or the like;
and one or more output devices 1414, which can include,
without limitation, a display, light or sound indicators, and/or
the like.

The gateway 1400 may include one or more wireless trans-
ceivers 1406 and 1420 connected to the bus 1418. The wire-
less transceiver 1406 may be operable to receive wireless
signals (e.g., a wireless signal 1410) via an antenna 1408. The
wireless transceivers 1420 may be operable to receive wire-
less signals (e.g., a wireless signal 1414) via an antenna 1422.
The wireless transceivers 1406 and 1420 may each include a
WiFi transceiver radio designed to transmit and receive sig-
nals using frequencies of a specific frequency band, which
may be referred to herein as “WiFi circuits.” For example,
wireless transceiver 1406 may include a 2.4 GHz WiFi cir-
cuit, and wireless transceiver 1420 may include a 5 GHz WiFi
circuit. Accordingly, the gateway 1400 may include a single
WiFi circuit for a first WiFi frequency band, and a single WiFi
circuit for a second WiFi frequency band. In some embodi-
ments, the gateway 1400 may include multiple wireless trans-
ceivers (not shown) for each available frequency band. The
antennas 1408 and 1422 may include multiple band antennas
that can transmit and/or receive signals over different fre-
quency bands.

The gateway 1400 may further include radio frequency
(RF) circuit 1426. In some embodiments, the wireless trans-
ceivers 1406 and 1420 may be integrated with or coupled to
the RF circuit 1426 so that the RF circuit 1426 includes the
wireless transceivers 1406 and 1420. In some embodiments,
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the wireless transceivers 1406 and 1420 and the RF circuit
1426 are separate components. The RF circuit 1426 may
include a RF amplifier that may amplify signals received over
antennas 1408 and 1422. The RF circuit 1426 may also
include a power controller that may be used to adjust signal
amplification by the RF amplifier. The power controller may
be implemented using hardware, firmware, software, or any
combination thereof.

The wireless signals 1410 and 1424 may be transmitted via
a wireless network. In some embodiments, the wireless net-
work may be any wireless network such as a wireless local
area network (e.g., local area network 100), such as WiFi™,
a Personal Access Network (PAN), such as Bluetooth®, Zig-
bee®, or UWB, or a cellular network (e.g. a GSM, WCDMA,
LTE, CDMA2000 network). Wireless transceivers 1406 and
1420 may be configured to receive various radio frequency
(RF) signals (e.g., signals 1410 and 1424) via antennas 1408
and 1424, respectively, from one or more other gateways,
access devices, network devices, cloud networks, and/or the
like. Gateway 1400 may also be configured to decode and/or
decrypt, via the DSP 1404 and/or processor(s) 1402, various
signals received from one or more gateways, network
devices, cloud networks, and/or the like.

The gateway 1400 may include a power supply (not shown)
that can power the various components of the gateway 1400.
The power supply may include a switch-mode power supply,
a linear power supply, a push-pull power supply, or any other
suitable type of power supply. In some embodiments, the
gateway 1400 may include multiple power supplies. For
example, a switch-mode power supply may be used to con-
dition input power, and a linear power supply may be used to
power the RF circuit 1426. The power supply may be config-
ured to operate over various ranges of appropriate input volt-
ages.

The gateway 1400 may further include (and/or be in com-
munication with) one or more non-transitory machine-read-
able storage mediums or storage devices (e.g., memory
1412), which can comprise, without limitation, local and/or
network accessible storage, and/or can include, without limi-
tation, a disk drive, a drive array, an optical storage device, a
solid-state storage device such as a random access memory
(“RAM”) and/or a read-only memory (“ROM”), which can
be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like. Such stor-
age devices may be configured to implement any appropriate
data storage, including without limitation, various file sys-
tems, database structures, and/or the like.

Invarious embodiments, functions may be stored as one or
more computer-program products, such as instructions or
code, in memory 1412, such as RAM, ROM, FLLASH, or disc
drive, and executed by processor(s) 1402 or DSP 1404. The
gateway 1400 can also comprise software elements (e.g.,
located within the memory 1412), including, for example, an
operating system, device drivers, executable libraries, and/or
other code, such as one or more application programs, which
may comprise computer programs implementing the func-
tions provided by various embodiments, and/or may be
designed to implement methods and/or configure systems, as
described herein. Merely by way of example, one or more
procedures described with respect to the processes discussed
above, for example as described with respect to FIGS. 2, 6
and/or 7, may be implemented as code and/or instructions
executable by a computer (and/or a processor within a com-
puter); in an aspect, then, such code and/or instructions can be
used to configure and/or adapt a general purpose computer (or
other device) to perform one or more operations in accor-
dance with the described methods. Such functions or code
may include code to perform the steps described above with



US 9,224,277 B1

39

respect to FIGS. 2, 6 and/or 7. The memory 1412 may be a
non-transitory machine-readable storage medium, processor-
readable memory, and/or a computer-readable memory that
stores the one or more computer-program products config-
ured to cause the processor(s) 1402 to perform the functions
described. In other embodiments, one or more of the func-
tions described may be performed in hardware.

A set of these instructions and/or code might be stored on
a non-transitory machine-readable storage medium, such as
the memory 1412. In some cases, the storage medium might
be incorporated within a computer system. In other embodi-
ments, the storage medium might be separate from a com-
puter system (e.g., a removable medium, such as a compact
disc), and/or provided in an installation package, such that the
storage medium can be used to program, configure and/or
adapt a general purpose computer with the instructions/code
stored thereon. These instructions of one or more computer-
program products might take the form of executable code,
which is executable by the gateway 1400 and/or might take
the form of source and/or installable code, which, upon com-
pilation and/or installation on the gateway 1400 (e.g., using
any of a variety of generally available compilers, installation
programs, compression/decompression utilities, etc.) then
takes the form of executable code.

Substantial variations may be made in accordance with
specific requirements. For example, customized hardware
might also be used, and/or particular elements might be
implemented in hardware, software (including portable soft-
ware, such as applets, etc.), or both. Further, connection to
other access or computing devices such as network input/
output devices may be employed.

In the foregoing specification, aspects of the invention are
described with reference to specific embodiments thereof, but
those skilled in the art will recognize that the invention is not
limited thereto. Various features and aspects of the above-
described invention may be used individually or jointly. Fur-
ther, embodiments can be utilized in any number of environ-
ments and applications beyond those described herein
without departing from the broader spirit and scope of the
specification. The specification and drawings are, accord-
ingly, to be regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive.

In the foregoing description, for the purposes of illustra-
tion, methods were described in a particular order. It should
be appreciated that in alternate embodiments, the methods
may be performed in a different order than that described. It
should also be appreciated that the methods described above
may be performed by hardware components or may be
embodied in sequences of machine-executable instructions,
which may be used to cause a machine, such as a general-
purpose or special-purpose processor or logic circuits pro-
grammed with the instructions to perform the methods. These
machine-executable instructions may be stored on one or
more machine readable mediums, such as CD-ROMs or other
type of optical disks, floppy diskettes, ROMs, RAMs,
EPROMs, EEPROMSs, magnetic or optical cards, flash
memory, or other types of machine-readable mediums suit-
able for storing electronic instructions. Alternatively, the
methods may be performed by a combination of hardware and
software.

Where components are described as being configured to
perform certain operations, such configuration can be accom-
plished, for example, by designing electronic circuits or other
hardware to perform the operation, by programming pro-
grammable electronic circuits (e.g., microprocessors, or other
suitable electronic circuits) to perform the operation, or any
combination thereof.
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It will be appreciated that, while some disclosures herein
reference a house or a household, such disclosures can be
extended to apply to different settings, such as a building, an
office, an apartment, a school, or a vehicle.

While illustrative embodiments of the application have
been described in detail herein, it is to be understood that the
inventive concepts may be otherwise variously embodied and
employed, and that the appended claims are intended to be
construed to include such variations, except as limited by the
prior art.

EXAMPLES
Example 1

A user can interact with an app on a mobile phone to define
a “working from home” context and can indicate that noise is
to be inhibited in such context. A user can indicate that he may
be working from home during normal work hours from a
home office. A series of light detectors can monitor light and
motion throughout a house and outside a front of a home.
Further, a series of door detectors can monitor whether each
of a variety of homes are closed or open. A rule can be
generated to infer (e.g., at the cloud network) the context
when motion is detected in a room designated as a home office
during the hours of 8 am-6 pm. Upon such detection, signals
to sprinkle, dehumidifier, air-purifier and doorbell devices
can be sent to temporarily deactivate the devices. Further, a
notification of such inference and consequence can be sent to
the user’s phone. The user can indicate when such inference
is erroneous and/or when a consequence is undesired, and the
rule can then be modified. For example, the rule can be
modified to require sensing a vehicle in a particular parking
spot and requiring detection of a door of the home office room
being closed before inferring that the user is working from
home.

Example 2

A user can indicate that a small child is living in ahouse and
identify one or more devices located in the child’s bedroom.
A system can proceed to develop a rule associated with a sleep
schedule of the child. Initially, light, motion and device inter-
actions can be monitored. In time, the system can associate
reduced interactions (or suppressing interactions) with
noisier or light devices with particular times. A rule can thus
be developed that infers that a child normally wakes up
around 7 am, goes to sleep around 8 pm and takes a nap from
12-3. The rule can also infer that the child is likely to be
sleeping when the child’s room is darker than ambient bright-
ness (e.g., due to shades being drawn) and when a door to the
room is closed. The rule can weight factors such as activity
preceding a sleep interval (e.g., to indicate that a family was
home), darkness and time to arrive at a final inference.

During learning, messages can be presented to a user on an
access or network device to request verification of estimates
as to whether the child is asleep. A same or different rule can
identify device controls (e.g., quieting or muting doorbells,
phone speakers, security-system alerts, etc.) to be imple-
mented during a child-sleeping context. Controls can include
those as identified by a user, those consistent with controls
identified by the user, those performed by a user during a
confirmed or inferred child-sleeping context or those consis-
tent with controls identified by the user. When a child-sleep-
ing context is inferred, a notice of controls to be implemented
can be sent of an access device, which can present the notice
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with an option to block one or more controls. If no such block
is received, the devices can be controlled accordingly.

Example 3

A user interacts with a network device and indicates that
there are four household members living in a house. Light
detectors and power-usage detectors are positioned across the
house. Data detected by the devices can be used to infer which
rooms have at least one occupant and a number of occupants.
Thus, an inference as to a total number of occupants in the
house can be made. Further, using data from a light detector
positioned to detect light from outside, it can be inferred
whether and when someone is approaching a house. When it
is inferred that all household members are inside a house, an
alert can be sent to a user’s phone to alert the user of the guest
and/or to a security system to activate the system.

Example 4

A first device emits a light indicative of maintenance status
(e.g., maintenance needed, operation questionable, error) or
resource status (e.g., ofa charge or light source). The light can
be indicative of a property the first device or of another
device. In one instance, a light switch estimates a time before
a light bulb will burn out. A light detector positioned near the
emission monitors the emission. Particular detections (e.g.,
indicating maintenance needed or low remaining resource)
can cause a second device that controls power to the first
device to reduce or stop the power provided to the first device
(e.g., to conserve resources or prevent improper device func-
tioning).

Example 5

A series of light detectors are positioned across a house.
The light detectors can be positioned to detect whether vari-
ous rooms’ lights are turned on. Each light detector can com-
municate its data to a server in the cloud network. Further,
other devices (e.g., those including or attached to) an alarm
clock, coffee maker, iron, house stereo, HVAC, security sys-
tem and vehicle preheater can also send transmission to the
server to indicate when such device are turned off and on. The
server can learn common patterns in light changes. The pat-
terns can correspond to a user moving across the house (such
that the user is actively turning lights on during the movement
or such that lights are automatically turned on). The server
can further learn how device operations relate to the patterns.
For example, one pattern can include activation of an alarm
clock in Bedroom #1, followed by successive light activations
from Bedroom #1 to the kitchen, followed by turning on a
coffee maker. Another pattern can include activation of a light
in Bathroom #2 in a morning, followed by successive light
activations from Bathroom #2 to the front door, followed by
turning on a security system. In some instances, an estimate is
made for each of one or more path as to which user the path
corresponds to (e.g., based on an originating or final room),
such that preferences for the user can further be used to
identify common patterns and device-control objectives.

Once a pattern is learned, the pattern can be precipitated
(e.g., by turning on lights in anticipation of a user entering a
room, turning on a coffee maker after detecting a change in
power consumed by an alarm clock, activating a security
system after detecting that a user has arrived through a
learned path at a front door). In some alternative or additional
instances, such pattern assistance can be proposed to a user as
a rule to implement.
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Example 6

One or more light detectors detect light inside or outside a
home. Data from inside detectors can be, for example, low-
pass filtered to reduce influence on artificial lighting. The data
are processed (e.g., at a network device, at a server on the
cloud network or at a gateway) to estimate a dusk or darkness
time. Signals are sent to network devices to, e.g., turn on one
or more inside and/or outside lights, shut curtains, turn on a
laundry machine, turn on a sprinkler, turn on a dishwasher,
and/or turn on a robotic cleaning (e.g., vacuuming) device.

Example 7

A light detector is located near a window and positioned to
detect light outside. A learning technique is used to identify
characteristics of common outside arrival characteristics. For
example, for each of one or more learned arrival, a character-
istic can include a detected vehicle size, stationary vehicle
position (parking spot), vehicle arrival time, headlight color,
and/or headlight size. When a new vehicle is detected, a
detector device estimates whether the new vehicle corre-
sponds to a common vehicle. If so, control signals are sent to
home devices to, e.g., de-activate a security system, adjust an
internal temperature and turn on indoor and porch lights.
Further, a notification is sent to a home or mobile user device
with an alert of the arrival (e.g., and a time and estimated
identity of arriving person(s)). If the new vehicle does not
correspond to a common vehicle, control signals are sent to
home devices to, e.g., active a security system. A notification
is further sent to a home or mobile user device with an alert of
the arrival and an indication of a potential security concern
(e.g., and an option to override the security activation).

Example 8

Data from a light detector can be processed to estimate
whether a detected light signal corresponds to a flashlight
(e.g., based on a size and color of the light and a time). When
it is estimated that the light does correspond to a flashlight, a
signal can be sent to a security system to issue an alarm.

Example 9

Based on light-detector data, it is determined that a light is
on in a room and that there has not been any motion for a
period of time. Determining that the light is on in the room can
include distinguishing detected light from daylight (e.g.,
expected at a given time) and from light originating from a
neighboring room. In response to the determination, a signal
is sent to one or more devices (which can include a device in
aroom with detected motion, a mobile device and/or another
or same light detector) to present a notification indicative of
an estimate that a light has been inadvertently left on.

Example 10

Each of a set of power-monitoring detector devices com-
municating with a gateway can monitor power usage associ-
ated with the device itself or another device. A server com-
municating with the gateway can track cumulative usages for
the gateway and assign thresholds for low usage and high
usage (e.g., by identifying a value for which a particular
percentage of monitored cumulative power usages were
below the value). Real-time cumulative power usages can be
tracked to determine whether it is characterized of low,
medium or high usage. A signal can be sent to each power-
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monitoring device indicating the characterization, and the
device can then present a light with a color indicative of the
usage category. Using such technique, a person in one room in
ahousehold can be alerted as to potentially concerning power
usage even if it is attributable to a device in another room.

Example 11

A weight sensor in a house’s laundry washing machine can
detect that the machine is loaded with clothes. A series of flow
detectors in the house’s bathrooms can detect when a shower
is in use. A rule can infer a shower use when an above-
threshold flow is detected for at least a defined time period.
When a number of inferred showers matches a number of
household members or a normal number of inferred morning
showers, it can be inferred that a household has completed all
of their morning showers. A signal can then be sent to the
washing machine to start a washing cycle.

Example 12

A weight sensor in a house’s dishwasher can detect that the
machine is loaded with clothes. A power detector in a family
room can detect when a television is on, and a light detector in
the family room can detect when a light (e.g., an artificial light
or light from the television) is on. A rule can weight and
combine data from the detectors to infer whether a person is
using the family room. When it is after a time point associated
with an electricity or water discount (e.g., as identified by a
user or automatically obtained from an electricity or water
provider) and if it is inferred that no person is in the family
room, a signal can be sent to the dishwasher to start a cycle.

Example 13

A set of light- and motion-detecting devices are positioned
in various rooms in a house. The devices can sequentially
detect movement beginning near a front door and ending in a
teenager’s bedroom. Using the data, a gateway device can
make an inference that the teenager arrived home at 11 pm.
The gateway device can transmit the inference to a light
detector in a parent’s bedroom, which can then emit a stimu-
Ius with “11 pm” text in a color representative of the teenag-
er’s identity.

Example 14

A set of inter-communicating temperature detecting
devices are positioned in various rooms in a house. At least
one of the devices can present a simplified map of the house
can be portrayed on a surface of the device. Representations
of rooms with temperature-detecting devices can be colored
to reflect the detected temperatures.

What is claimed is:

1. A detector device comprising:

a sensor for detecting an external stimulus;

a light source;

one or more connection components configured to receive
communications from and transmit communications to
other devices;

one or more processors coupled to the light source and the
connection component; and

a computer-readable storage medium containing instruc-
tions, that, when executed by the one or more proces-
sors, cause the one or more processors to perform
actions including:
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identifying, at the detector device, a stimulus variable
based on an environmental stimulus detected by the
sensor of the detector device;

transmitting, via the one or more connection compo-
nents of the detector device, initial communication to
a device, wherein the initial communication includes
the stimulus variable;

receiving, via the one or more connection components of
the detector device, a new communication, wherein
the new communication includes data corresponding
to another device;

determining, at the detector device, that a visual stimulus
is to be presented, wherein the determination is based
on the stimulus detected by the sensor and is further
based on the new communication; and

presenting, at the detector device, the visual stimulus,
wherein a characteristic of the visual stimulus reflects
that the power usage of one or more devices has
changed.

2. The detector device as recited in claim 1, further com-
prising a lens positioned to concentrate received light,
wherein:

the sensor includes a passive infrared sensor that receives

the concentrated light;

the passive infrared sensor detects the light intensity; and

presenting the visual stimulus includes causing the light

supplied by the light source to be projected onto the lens.

3. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein the
actions further include:

prior to receiving the new communication, receiving a

rule-defining communication from an access device,
wherein the rule-defining communication at least partly
defines a rule for controlling stimulus presentation,
wherein the determining that the visual stimulus is to be
presented is further based on the rule.

4. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein a
presence of or a characteristic of the stimulus is indicative of
a setting of the other device.

5. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein detec-
tor device is not configured to electronically display text.

6. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein detec-
tor device lacks a user interface for receiving input from a
user.

7. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein deter-
mining that the visual stimulus is to be presented includes
determining that the stimulus variable exceeds a threshold
and selecting a characteristic of the visual stimulus based on
the new communication.

8. The detector device as recited in claim 1, further com-
prising:

processing the detected environmental stimulus and data in

the new communication to generate an inference of an
operation state of the other device, wherein the visual
stimulus is indicative of the operation state.

9. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein each of
the detector device and the other device is associated with a
same network identifier, and wherein each of the detector
device and the other device is located in a same building.

10. The detector device as recited in claim 1, wherein the
actions further include:

selecting a color, intensity or pattern of the stimulus based

on the new communication, wherein the stimulus color,
intensity or pattern is selected based on data in the new
communication.
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11. A computer-implemented method comprising:
identifying, at a detector device, a stimulus variable based
on an environmental stimulus detected by a sensor,
wherein the detector device includes the sensor and a
visual display;
transmitting, from the detector device, an initial commu-
nication to a device, wherein the initial communication
includes the stimulus variable;
receiving, at the detector device, a new communication,
wherein the new communication includes data corre-
sponding to another device, wherein the data indicates
that a power usage of one or more devices has changed;
determining that a visual stimulus is to be presented,
wherein the determination is based on the stimulus
detected by the sensor and is further based on the new
communication; and
presenting, at the display of the detector device, the visual
stimulus, wherein a characteristic of the visual stimulus
reflects that the power usage of one or more devices has
changed.
12. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein:
the detector device includes a lens positioned to concen-
trate received light;
the sensor includes a passive infrared sensor that receives
the concentrated light;
the passive infrared sensor detects the light intensity; and
presenting the visual stimulus includes causing light sup-
plied by a light source to be projected onto the lens.
13. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein determining
that the visual stimulus is to be presented includes selecting a
color, intensity or pattern of the visual stimulus based on the
new communication.
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14. The method as recited in claim 11, further comprising:

prior to receiving the new communication, receiving a
rule-defining communication from an access device,
wherein the rule-defining communication at least partly
defines a rule for controlling stimulus presentation,
wherein the determining that the visual stimulus is to be
presented is further based on the rule.

15. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein determining
that the visual stimulus is to be presented includes determin-
ing that the stimulus variable exceeds a threshold and select-
ing a characteristic of the visual stimulus based on the new
communication.

16. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein the pres-
ence of or a characteristic of the stimulus is indicative of a
status of an operation previously performed by or being per-
formed by the other device.

17. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein the new
communication includes a cumulative variable based on the
stimulus variable and based on another stimulus variable
associated with the other device.

18. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein a presence
of or a characteristic of the stimulus is indicative of a setting
of the other device.

19. The method as recited in claim 11, further comprising
processing the detected environmental stimulus and data in
the new communication to generate an inference of an opera-
tion state of the other device, wherein the visual stimulus is
indicative of the operation state.

20. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein each of the
detector device and the other device is associated with a same
network identifier, and wherein each of the detector device
and the other device is located in a same building.
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